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Abstract

Among the events that have shaped Iran’s historical identity, the Constitutional
Era (Mashruteh) stands as a point of departure toward a new socio-political order. In
this emerging order, previously uncontested meanings and interpretations that had
structured Iranian society began to lose their stability and became the subject of

Research Paper contestation—including the meaning of science.This study adopts a qualitative

content analysis approach to examine select works by two prominent representatives

I of the intellectual movement during the Constitutional Era: Mirza Aga Khan Kermani
Received: and Mirza Malkam Khan Nazim al-Dawlah. Through an interactive process between
30 October 2024 exploratory reading of primary texts and theoretical literature, we developed a
Revised: conceptual  framework comprising four main  dimensions: ontological,

30 December 2024 epistemological, sociological, and thematic conceptions of science, each with several
Accepted sub-components.Our findings indicate that in the ontological domain, the texts reflect

05 January 2025 a tension between rejecting transcendent (divine) science and embracing elements of
Published: it. Epistemologically, both figures show tendencies to reject traditional modes of
05 January 2025 inquiry while advocating a form of methodological holism. Thematically, their
P.P: 113-145 writings share a pragmatic and utilitarian orientation. From a sociological perspective,
the intellectual discourse is marked by excessive politicization, neglect of

.|- professional/scientific dimensions, a utilitarian and empiricist valorization of

knowledge, populist tendencies, prioritization of activism over reflection, and a quasi-

ISSN: 2980-8901 culturalist approach to traditional knowledge systems.
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