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Abstract

The present study sought to diagnose the issue of unveiling within Iranian society. Adopting a
qualitative grounded-theory design, the study conducted semi-structured interviews with 20 faculty Research Paper
members (14 men and 6 women) in the social sciences and futures studies at the University of

Tehran, Allameh Tabataba’i University, and Shahid Beheshti University. Sampling was purposive ]:
and driven by theoretical saturation, and interview transcripts were coded using MAXQDA 10.

The findings revealed that the cultural struggle and the political-security action associated with Received:
unveiling emerged as the study’s core category, materializing in two principal forms: (1) refusal to 20 NovEIaeT A0
accept hijab as a legal duty and (2) protest articulated through civil disobedience via the Revised:
normalization of deviant dress styles. 21 (FEDIETy A2

In addition, the analysis identified several drivers of the cultural struggle: a gradual Accepted:
transformation of women’s discursive landscape alongside rising educational attainment and social- 28 (i) 2022
movement formation; the diminishing of female-specific spaces and the elevation of the street as the Published:
primary arena of female agency; and the symbolic endorsement of unveiling by role-model 21 March 2025
celebrities. P.P: 91-116

To address these challenges, the study proposed a set of measures: activating deterrent —

mechanisms against improper or absent hijab via reinforcement of family foundations; eschewing the

dichotomy between religious discourse and legal enforcement; encouraging culturally and politically ISSN: 2645-4955
N : X , . - - - E-ISSN: 2645-5269

pluralistic lifestyles compatible with the system’s rules; formulating tailored dress-code policies for

private and public workplaces; and strengthening a persuasion-based discourse. In light of the results,

a simultaneous focus on the cultural and political dimensions of hijab is recommended to forestall the

escalation of civil disobedience into overt political actio.
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