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Abstract

Contemporary America is not merely a nation-state but rather the civilizational
embodiment of the modern Western world. The Islamic Republic of Iran, which aspires
to establish a new global civilization, must first understand the dominant current
civilization- namely Western civilization- in order to surpass it. Understanding the
essence of a civilization begins with a deep comprehension of its culture. Therefore, this
research aims to explore the status and major cultural challenges of the United States as
the driving force behind other civilizational domains (political, economic, social, and
security). To achieve this objective, the books of 15 leading scholars in this field- with
the highest ratings on platforms such as Goodreads and LibraryThing- were analyzed
through a descriptive-analytical approach using thematic analysis methodology. Based
on the results, under the overarching concept of “the macro- cultural state of the United
States,” and drawing from 111 extracted codes, 24 basic themes and three major
organizing themes were identified: (1) the cultural-civilizational challenges of American
society, (2) the nation's intellectual ideas in the field of culture, and (3) the future of
American culture. According to the identified macro indicators of American society and
culture, it appears that the U.S. is facing serious cultural crises. If unresolved, these
challenges are likely to intensify the societal problems facing the country. What has so
far prevented the collapse of American culture, however, is the intrinsic inclination
toward change that is embedded in the American cultural fabric.
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Approach, Decline
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Majorities who think blacks are at a disadvantage say
racial discrimination, less access to good schools or
jobs are major obstacles for blacks

Among those who say being black hurts people’s ability to get ahead,
9% saying each is a major/minor reason why black people in our country
may have a harder time getting ahead than white people

Major Minor Net

) reason reason
Racial

discrimination 93

Less access
to good schools 89

high-paying jobs 87

Family instability 85

Lack of good

role models 81

Lack of motivation

to work hard 51

Note: Figures may not add to subtotals due to rounding
Source: Survey of U.S. adults conducted Jan. 22-Feb. 5, 2019.
‘Race in America 20197
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Half or more say being poor, Muslim, black or
Hispanic puts people at a disadvantage in our society

% saying being each of the following helps/hurts people’s ability to get
ahead in our country these days

= Hurts a lot Hurts a little = Helps a little = Helps a lot Nolther halps

nor hurts
Being ...

White al7 28
Asian 3 I 18 44

MNative
American - 22 7 37
Hispanic - 35 6 30
Black 25 30 7 26

Evangelical
Christian 5 I1 e
Jewish ale 55

27

Muslim - 32

A man 3 I? 24

A woman . 41 25

3
Wealthy 22 7
Note: Share of rcspundents who didn't offer an answer not shown.

Source: Survey of U.S. adults conducted Jan. 22-Feb. 5, 2019
“Race in America 2019”7
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In open-ended responses about how the COVID-19 pandemic has affected their lives,
Americans describe wide-ranging difficulties and unexpected silver linings
% of U.S. adults who say the COVID-19 pandemic has had a positive/negative impact on ...
Negative
Anything ® ® 89
Their personal relationships ® 041
How they are able to spend their free time ® 032
The physical and mental health of themselves or others o ®28
Society, politics and safety precautions ®26
Their job, or the jobs of people they know @ ®23

Their personal financial situation or the economy in general e 022
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Why Has Ineguality Grown?

Z2s wrhho volunteered the followwing as the rrrairn
reasorn whyy the gap betfroneern the riclfh amnd
everyorne else has increased, armorng -

ODEMOCRATSS REPUBLICAMNSS
LEAM D ERA LEAMN REFP

Tax swshe s
loopholes

Congresss
sowvermment policies

Job=sSunern ploynment °

CorporationsSfececutives
Gresd

WWages"paps in wages

Rich hawve powwerns
oo rtu ity

Recessiomn
general e oomnormy

Work ethic of poors
@ HEow 't assistances prograrmms

Sournoce: Pew Research Center survey conducted Jam. 159 9,
2014,

Mobe: Duestion was asked of those who said there has been
an increase beteween the rich and everyvomne else in the LS. im
the last L0 vears. Reasons are listed in order menticoned by
entire sample that was asked the guestiorn.
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Since 1995, marriage
has declined, while
cohabitation has risen
25 of adwults wwoho are ...

S sS0 MNet

Married

Cohabiting

19095 2018

Note: Adults who are separated are not
classified as married. In 2007, the Current
Population Survey added a new
cohabitation gquestion. The 2018 estimate
is based on this Mmeasure.

Source: Pew Research Center analysis of
1995 and 2018 Current Population Survey,
Annual Social and Economic Supplement
(IPUMS}.
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it’s now more common to have
cohabited than to have married

% of adults ages 18 to 44 who have ...

m Ever cohabited m Ever married

60 59
54

50

2002 2013-17

Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 2002 and 2013-
2017 National Survey of Family Growth. The NSFG includes
data regarding opposite-sex relationships only.
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One-in-four U.S. parents are unmarried
%5 unrmarried, among all parents living with a child

25

23

T%

1968 1977 1987 1997 2007 2047

Growing share of unmarried parents
are cohabiting

2 cohabiting /solo, among all unmarried
parents lHuding with a child

Solo dads _— I Cohabiting 35% of all
1z dads = A7 unmarried
a0 1 parents
Cohabiting_, 418 are now
4 e .|\ moms cohabiting
Solo dads —=  12%

a8

Solo Solo
Mmoms moms

1968 1997

2017

“Parents” are all .S, parents living with at least one child
4. Data regardi coha it

ot add to 100

tion available since

SUres may due to rounding.
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Sur Mz 1 Supplement (IPLUIK .
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The gaps in income between upper-income and middle- and lower-income
households are rising, and the share held by middle-income households is falling

Median household income, in 2018 dollars, and share of U.S. aggregate household income, by income tier

Income Share of U.S. aggregate income
uUpper Middle Lower
[ s207.400 | ars isdie
2018 86,600 it "
28,700 J—
®
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1870 58,100 10 9
20,000
1970 2018
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Americans' Self-Identification as Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender or Something
Other Than Heterosexual

of the following do you consider yourself to be? You can select as many as apply. Straight or heterosexual; Lesbian; Ga
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Americans' Self-ldentified Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity. by Generation and Gender
Bisexual Gay Lesbian Transgender Other
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