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Abstract

Recent developments in West Asia reflect a transformation in regional alliance-
building patterns, marked by a shift among Arab states toward normalizing
relations with the Zionist regime- a process initiated through the "Abraham
Accords" that has significantly reshaped the region’s geopolitical dynamics. The
normalization trend, embraced by countries such as the United Arab Emirates,
Bahrain, Sudan, and Morocco, has been framed as a joint strategy to counter the
Islamic Republic of Iran’s regional influence. It also reflects the United States’
broader effort to reconfigure West Asia’s security order through the establishment
of a new Arab—Israeli axis, grounded in its offshore balancing strategy. Within this
context, the central question of this study is: What strategies has the Islamic
Republic of Iran adopted to implement a “soft balancing” approach in response to
this emerging coalition, and how do these elements contribute to undermining the
normalization process between Arab states and the Zionist regime? Based on a
descriptive-analytical framework and employing document-based research
methods, the findings of this study indicate that Iran has sought to challenge the
normalization process through a set of soft balancing strategies. These include
delegitimizing the Zionist regime, engaging in multi-layered diplomacy, supporting
resistance movements, and employing the tactic of "entrapment diplomacy."
Collectively, these measures aim to impose constraints on the normalization
trajectory and hinder the formation of a unified Arab—Israeli front against Iran.
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