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Abstract

The infiltration of colonial perspectives into modern Iran with the aim of reshaping the
form and substance of individual and collective Iranian life represents one of the most
significant contemporary challenges facing Iranian society. Among various audiences
and areas of intervention, the issue of women-and the effort to influence this
foundational segment of society-held particular importance. Accordingly, this article
seeks to explore the overt and covert dimensions of U.S. cultural intervention in Iran
during the Second Pahlavi era, specifically in the domain of women's affairs. Utilizing
the method of thematic analysis and grounded in the theoretical framework of public
policymaking, the study examines classified documents from the former U.S. Embassy
in Tehran. The core research question is: How did the United States attempt to redefine
the role and identity of Iranian women through cultural policymaking, and how are these
efforts reflected in the U.S. Embassy documents (the so-called “Den of Espionage”
files)? The findings suggest that U.S. cultural policy toward Iranian women was
primarily designed through elite women, cultural and educational institutions, media,
and behavioral modeling. These policies aimed to socially engineer a redefinition of the
Iranian woman’s role in line with Western patterns. While these interventions did affect
the lifestyles and cultural orientations of certain segments of Iranian women in the short
term, they also provoked significant social and religious resistance. Ultimately, such
policies contributed to the deep mistrust toward the United States that prevailed in the
years leading up to the Islamic Revolution. This study underscores the importance of
understanding the cultural dimensions of foreign policymaking and the role of civil
society in responding to external interventions.

Keywords: Contemporary Iranian history, women’s studies, Iran—U.S. relations, U.S.
Embassy documents (Den of Espionage)
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