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Abstract

This research investigates mechanisms for balancing national and ethnic—local identities
Research Paper in Iran’s ethnic regions, emphasizing the role of multilevel governance and tourism
capacities. The central question addresses how multi-layered governance and tourism
I development contribute to sustainable coexistence among identity groups and national
cohesion. Adopting a qualitative methodology based on grounded theory, data were
- collected through semi-structured interviews with experts in identity, governance, and
;09205"';'0"332'3 tourism, as well as_the analysis of s_chol:_ar_ly (_iocuments and _recorc_js. Three-stage coding
Revised: (openI axial, selective) led to thg |den§|f|ca§|on of.a} paradlgmatlc. model centgred on
2025/07/15 “multilevel governance an(_i sustamab!e 1den_t1_ty equlhbrlurr_l,” organized al_ong_ six axes:
Accepted: causal, contextual, intervening, strategic, positive, and negative outcomes. Findings reveal
2025/07/16 that centralization and weak inter-level governance exacerbate identity fragmentation and
Published: undermine local bonds, while the establishment of multilevel governance, local
2025/12/22 participation, empowerment of local institutions, and equitable benefit distribution are key to
P.P: 11-47 achieving synergistic development and identity equilibrium. The creation of institutions such
as the “Iranian Ethnicities House” and targeted ethnic tourism policies foster social capital,
intercultural interaction, and unity in diversity. The proposed model offers a practical
T framework for strengthening the balance between national and ethnic identities within the

context of multilevel governance.
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