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Abstract

The identity crisis is one of the most significant internal challenges facing Israeli
society, with roots tracing back to the very formation of the Zionist regime. This
crisis initially emerged through the categorization and division of various Jewish
groups in response to key historical events such as the Jewish isolation in Shtetls,
the Haskalah (Jewish Enlightenment), and the rise of Zionism. It later intensified
following the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948, when David Ben-
Gurion granted early socio-political privileges to the religious community. These
included influence over Issues of Personal Status, military service exemptions,
increased educational funding, and other state subsidies, leading to a deepening
divide between modern liberal-secular Zionists and ultra-Orthodox extremists.
This article aims to investigate the process through which the identity crisis in
Israel has developed and whether it constitutes the most critical internal threat to
the future trajectory of the state. The study argues that the identity crisis is the
most deeply rooted historical issue within Israeli society—an inherent feature of
the regime itself, exacerbated over time by historical developments. The findings
suggest that this crisis is unlikely to be resolved organically and is expected to
intensify. It appears that a resolution may only be possible through the
marginalization or elimination of one of the two opposing factions. This is a
qualitative study employing a descriptive-explanatory approach, utilizing both
quantitative and qualitative data, collected through documentary research and
qualitative inference.
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