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Abstract

The distinct characteristics of male and female inmates necessitate attention
to gender differences and a particular focus on women when addressing the
phenomenon of crime. Male and female prisoners are judged differently, and
the experience of incarceration carries different meanings and implications
for them. The present study aimed to examine the impact of prison
experience on meaning-making and female inmates’ perceptions of their
feminine identity. For this purpose, 25 female inmates with prior convictions
for drug trafficking, the largest group of female prisoners, were purposefully
selected and interviewed using semi-structured and in-depth interviews at the
Qarchak Women’s Correctional Facility. Thematic analysis was employed to
analyze the data. The findings revealed three main themes: transformation of
femininity, decline and loss of roles, and the “subordination and collusion”
alliance, indicating that most female drug offenders, due to their subordinate
position, were exploited by men and ended up in prison. This collusion was
influenced by their psychological acceptance of the prison environment, and
the inmates, experiencing the loss of feminine characteristics, sought
strategies to reconstruct and strengthen their feminine identity.

Keywords: Prison; lived experience; Aspects of femininity; Gender
differences; Feminine identity.
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