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Abstract

Purpose: This study addresses the issue of formalizing risky sexual relationships of key populations in United
Nations documents, which has increasingly become an important issue in global policymaking in the last few
decades. These documents examine and analyze the social, health, and legal situations of key populations such as
homosexuals, women in prostitution, adolescents and young people with risky sexual behavior, and people with
specific diseases, and emphasize sexual behaviors, support and awareness raising, and prevention of disease
transmission without specifically focusing on modifying these behaviors, and implicitly legitimize risky sexual
behaviors.

Methodology: The methodology of this research is based on a critical paradigm in which documents of the United
Nations and its affiliated institutions are analyzed using the content analysis strategy of official documents. The
target population includes official documents of the United Nations in the field of health policy and sexual rights,
which were selected through purposive sampling. The samples of this research include 19 key documents in this
field. The process of selecting documents continued until the review of new documents did not add new concepts to
the analysis. The time period of the documents studied was limited to documents published in the last two decades,
and the reliability of the research was ensured by repeated data review and validation by experts in the field of
population.

Findings: The research findings show that 8 main themes are prominent in these documents: 1) education and
awareness for key populations, 2) financial support and resources for vulnerable groups, 3) sexual rights and justice
for vulnerable populations, 4) prevention and treatment for at-risk groups, 5) international partnerships for
vulnerable groups, 6) policymaking for at-risk populations, 7) reporting and monitoring the status of vulnerable
populations, and 8) sexual violence prevention and support.

Research limitations /Implications: Analysis of these documents suggests that the aforementioned policies
emphasize rights and justice for key populations, but implicitly legitimize risky sexual behaviors, which have
negative consequences such as reduced demographic stability and increased social harm. Rather than emphasizing
legitimization, the aforementioned policies should focus on modifying risky behaviors and strengthening stable
demographic and social structures.
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