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Abstract
Protestant missionaries were the main actors of the modernist movement in the
world in the 19™ century. Accordingly, the American missionary women traveled to
Research Paper Iran to promote Christianity and to teach hundreds of illiterate Iranian women. The
present study employs the Bourdieu’s theoretical framework to analyze the interaction
I among educational, gender-based, and religious fields and to find out the role of
ek missionaries in the process of the education of Iranian women. The main objective is

03 February 2025 to understand the cultural capital and the habitus of women missionaries in the
Revised: process of change or resistance to the structure respecting the Iranian community. The

24 April 2025 study applies a descriptive approach to bridge the literature gap in analyzing the
overlap among the mentioned fields, bolstered by historical texts, mission documents,

23 Ns\fecri%t::jzozs and missionary reports. Findings indicate that whereas missionary schools helped to
Published: expedite women education upon introducing new programs, they faced resistance on
23 November 2025 the part of the traditional and religious structures when attempting to impose the
P.P: 327-351 symbolic religious capital of Protestantism as well as the western habits. Accordingly,
the missionaries’ success in the education of women in Iran survived only until the
T content was consistent with the cultural and religious beliefs of the Iranian
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