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Abstract

In recent decades, United States foreign policy has increasingly been influenced by
non-state actors and emerging political forces. This article examines the role of the
Tea Party movement in shaping U.S. foreign policy discourse and behavior toward
the Islamic Republic of Iran. As a manifestation of right-wing political
fundamentalism in the United States, the Tea Party was able—through a network of
politicians, media institutions, think tanks, and financial backers—to exert
significant influence over Republican Party discourse. One of the principal
consequences of this influence was the intensification of skepticism toward
multilateral diplomacy and nuclear agreements, which was reflected in the Tea
Party’s strong opposition to the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) and
its active support for the Trump administration’s “maximum pressure” strategy
against Iran. Drawing on neoclassical realism and security discourse analysis, this
study demonstrates that the Tea Party not only contributed to the escalation of U.S.
hostility toward Iran, but also played a central role in shaping foreign policymaking
processes by influencing the selection of policymakers and decision-making
institutions. This research employs the qualitative method of process tracing. The
findings indicate that domestic political fundamentalism can lead to the
reinforcement of aggressive foreign policy orientations, the erosion of diplomatic
capacity, and shifts in geopolitical priorities. This case study underscores the
necessity of identifying emerging domestic actors and understanding the discourses
that shape public opinion and party structures in order to achieve a comprehensive
analysis of states’ external behavior. The objective of this article is to provide a
deeper understanding of the complex linkages between domestic and foreign policy
within the U.S. political system—Ilinkages that, in the case of Iran, have affected
both tactical approaches and the broader conceptual frameworks underlying U.S.
perceptions.
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! Securitizing Actor
2 Audience

® Referent Object

4 Security
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! Speech Act

2 Sharia law is infiltrating America

®The Muslim Brotherhood has infiltrated the White House
# Securitizing Speech Act

% Evil Regime

® Anti-Christian

" Supporter of Islamic Terrorism

(pMusdlagde) cpams ool zols LIS (Sole by piits



w2l o Yanl (6 9940n JUS )3 03 LI 3B HID) 9 YleiaS &y LRSS ) il Gimia s [l
S Ghr—Cl 48 8 Sy ol Gl LS 5 Kin b sl glijl (Sl Slles
(Buzan et al., 1998: 32-33) wali o (633 8 rlaws 4 ¢ 9o g0 Sl 1, 0T Slgns” oS
Tio s Odes 4 il b TS lilesr Ol giea Ol b cwlalys 458 o cos el (b ol 53
555 0Lz ol abul g 01l b S 90 Gl s s (Mesbahi, 2013) 345 0 b

el ol 5 50

Sl (68 s ST 3 o 53 o390 SN S ) 4l ST asds
33 63l OS50 5 s slaslsle 5B s Koy cpl ) oS o L ¢SS ol
S e Sl osse (suKileile 4k s s Sl ASTT (Slupeeas T
40l s SK8s o5 5 badg il 1T S8 fb 4 Sl
by ol nl 53 33l Gl Wl Js OLEL S 3l 3 0ms shAE
Sl plan T3 5 & K3l 5 Sloganad S5l AT 3 o & i SN 45
53 30y 93 ol il sy elasl OG0 a3 s LT o, 8 K 5 iy
i 1y b Sl S8 ST s slal (oS5 S5l K Ol 4 i sazes
ol Jalse Olgea 3lg Glajlsle 5 s sla e 4 SIS 5 el dns oo
SIS T 5 S s 4 Klejle S Jbm 55 o)l am g I8 i skias S
o5 ol &350 e Calitee 0L L Ole elez| SBls 5 olaziS 3 b 5l lygs
38005 K 4 eSS 3 S, Kl ol Sl B a5 g3 ol ST
das g U | au\i\jfc,ﬂ” s ki

LR gl 9 (Prwn (2150 3l 1 Fob S S -V
R RC LB

22 03l )b ol ser i sl 03 YA L Sl e ST SOLS e

ol 30T 31 g5 5 53 (slasis 3o il ablis el ialS 0 laslad L 1

! Lifting the issue above normal politics
2 Appeasement
% Betrayal of Western Civilization
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! Divine Blessings
Z Chosen Nation

% Divine Plan
“Evil
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! Christian Culture
2 Golden Age
% House Freedom Caucus
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! Michele Bachmann

2 Tea Party Caucus

% The world’s number one state sponsor of terrorism
# Iran Terror Finance Transparency Act

% Iran Threat Reduction and Syria Human Rights Act

\Yd (pMasdlasle) cyaws plol gola olS&LS (ole il pubis




Ol oMl (5940 JUB ) 03 VLI A HB HUB) 9 YledaS &y SBS YD ) Sk Yl s [ |

25 (G pL gy & el sper L FY &S 5 YN0 Lole 5o bajlid ol
S o 2zh 5 Ol Ol en @ 03l e (glasl (53 5 4 S35 slao g S 5 el ST
I, 13l cul (Cotton et al., 2015) ol lzel 36 o Ky yos O3k 315 65 2 513 o0
Sl ade @bl Cuglia S loge 5 ol L5y 53 poitee dlslle (55l
23 g ol OV 1 s S5 S gl s S W dimdls () sgem Sl
g 56,8 sl gl SN s g sls e ) sl 35501l pslbe b 4 4S5 L
Al 1 el s st 5 58 I8 0 KT 55 1 oo glazl Sl 0T
Oliddas o 5 8 @l Ly 1) gl 5,8 Y010 (glaaa OIS OL > 53 .5 5ed
55l (g5 &Sl (Cruz, 2015) 55 0 STy 5ok O lag 25 58 51 6,8 sk
Jole b Ol b Bl 5 68 a5 5,8 e IVl (ol 5 claegr S0 a4l
056 31 sl .l 355l g e Syge opl b 53 kil 55 558 ol (Shige sl S CaB
oSl S Slap 55 S 5 S Cules Y0¥%7 Jle s dran Sanctions Extension Acty
{(RUbi0, 2016) 5 8" o ke cplr s Sl 31 g 5 S5 a0
Sty b ool LG oS LS & 1y Ol (Sl B s SobS Ol
Olgea Ll (calolys clulyy pl 53 s 87 GLiSl (omme —S2 582 04D Sl S2 575
Parsi, ) i o Cano 5 oK 0T (sl 2550 b alas 5 alddl 5 juliw V) OLL S 4 Cils
3,534 K8 Sy 4 (Edulas s e Olseay Jald b 51 a5k 55 S 5 .(2017
2 S5 Ml emnss ol S 5 KT a3y e peds) |y Ol g
1k oo ablio pg ) e oonde Slaos & 5 OIS abbloes (gla il S 53 35 sla Sl e
NPR, ) ity o "1 oK T (sla il & Cilstn 1y 55287 ol b 53l 455 8 5 cusls uSTh
35 ks s slasl 5 a5 510 K edules Oloj 0T 53 48 ¢ sias ¢SSl (2015
w23 o3ls 55 Se osb sl S bl e B 01l e Gl ol s

w05 53 Ot &5 55 55l pl 55,5 oo ool 01yl LI gs Caro 55 1 (8 5

! Sworn enemy of America

2 State sponsor of terror

% Betrayal of American values
“ Terrorist regime
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! The theocratic regime that spreads evil

2 A pathway to funding terrorism

® Theological threat

*The Muslim Brotherhood has infiltrated the highest levels of the U.S. government

% The creeping influence of Sharia

® Sharia law is trying to creep into the U.S., and we have to stop it before it takes hold
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! An unnecessary provocation

2|slam is a political movement wrapped in a religion

% There are Muslims who want peace, but Islam as a system is dangerous
*How do we know who the moderate Muslims are? Who can we trust?

% Tea Party Express

® Worshipping the terrorists
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! Structured Islamophobia

2 Tough sanctions

% Tea Party Patriots

*The worst deal in American history
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! The leading financier of radical Islamic terrorism
2 Christians United for Israel

% Stop Iran Now

*The worst deal ever
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2 Iran Nuclear Agreement Review Act
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