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Abstract

The present study aims to explore the lived experiences of teachers
and educators regarding the interaction between informal education and
school schooling, along with its associated challenges, using a
phenomenological approach. Data were collected through in-depth
interviews with 31 principals, teachers, and educators in Fars Province,
selected via purposive sampling with a maximum variation strategy.
Thematic analysis was employed for data processing. The findings,
categorized into 3 overarching themes and 27 organizing themes,
indicated that the family and peer groups are the most significant factors
in informal education, at times exerting a greater educational influence
than the school itself. Furthermore, non-governmental (private) schools
were found to utilize more diverse educational environments and maintain
broader interactions with external institutions. Conversely, school
principals' attitudes, budgetary constraints, and a lack of legal support
were identified as serious obstacles to establishing effective connections
with various entities outside the school. Ultimately, the challenges facing
schools in their interaction with informal educational institutions were
classified into three categories: cognitive, managerial, and legislative
challenges.
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