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The necessity of the intervention of the Islamic overnment in the
virtual space from the point of view of Islamic jurisprudence in order
to establish political-cultural security
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Abstract

Cyberspace has permeated all levels of individual and social life across humanity,
manifesting itself in society through both advantages and disadvantages. The
opportunities and security threats arising from cyberspace have highlighted the
necessity of a jurisprudential rethinking regarding the obligation of intervention
by the Islamic government. By focusing on a jurisprudential analysis of the issue
and an evaluation of the relevant shar‘i evidences, this article seeks to elucidate
and reinforce the theory of the obligatory intervention of the Islamic state in
cyberspace. Given the doubts expressed by some scholars concerning the
possibility of intervention by the Islamic government in cyberspace, it becomes
necessary to raise the following question: from the perspective of Islamic
jurisprudence, does the Islamic government have the right to intervene in
cyberspace? Considering the necessity of security in all governments—an
obligation from which the Islamic government is not exempt—the research
hypothesis, relying on jurisprudential principles, maxims, and the generality of
evidences, including the principle of negation of domination (nafy al-sabil), the
principle of preserving public interest, the necessity of establishing governance,
the evidences for the obligation of enjoining good and forbidding wrong, and the
principle of preserving social order, regards the intervention of the Islamic
government in cyberspace as necessary. On this basis, the aforementioned
jurisprudential rules and evidences provide the Islamic ruler with the capacity to
intervene in cyberspace in order to undertake extensive measures such as
legislative arrangements and the enactment of specific regulations, the imposition
of restrictions on certain vulgar or misleading websites, and similar actions. Such
intervention, whether affirmative or restrictive, may be regarded as a religiously
obligatory act within cyberspace. To substantiate this hypothesis, the present
study employs a descriptive—analytical method grounded in an ijtihad-based
approach.
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