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Abstract

The Paris Agreement, as the most significant international convention in the field

of climate change, obliges countries to formulate and implement greenhouse gas
emission reduction plans known as Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs).
Within this framework, developing countries whose growth pathways are heavily
dependent on fossil fuels, such as Iran, face a range of challenges and risks.
Accordingly, examining the opportunities and threats arising from the Paris
Agreement for Iran’s economic and national security has become a key policy
question. This study seeks to address whether the Paris Agreement should be
regarded merely as a restrictive instrument targeting countries like Iran or as a
potential platform for restructuring economic and technological systems. To this
end, the research adopts a qualitative thematic analysis approach. The Paris
Agreement documents and three key conferences of the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP21, COP26, and COP29) are
analyzed. Textual data were coded and examined using MAXQDA software. The
findings indicate that, from an economic perspective, pressure on crude oil and
petroleum product exports, declining foreign exchange revenues, and rising
adaptation costs for energy-intensive industries constitute the main threats. In
addition, international sanctions have significantly constrained Iran’s access to
international mechanisms, including carbon markets and climate finance
instruments. From a security perspective, the results point to increased energy
insecurity and a reduction in Iran’s regional bargaining power. At the same time,
opportunities such as the development of renewable energy, the attraction of
climate finance, technology transfer—conditional upon the removal of
institutional and banking barriers—and the use of regional diplomacy are
identified. Overall, the findings suggest that under current conditions, threats
outweigh opportunities, highlighting the need for policy measures focused on
strengthening domestic resilience and pursuing targeted diplomacy to gain access
to resources and technology.
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