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Product packaging includes visual features, information and
communication of the product with the audience. The main question of
the present study is what explicit and implicit concepts do the written
signs of the brand name and the visual signs (mascot, product type) in
the packaging of savory and spicy food products contain, and what is
the relationship between the image and the written sign of the brand
name in the packaging design of these products. The purpose of the
research is to analyze the implicit meaning of visual and written signs
in the packaging of some food products and to pay attention to the
sensory meaning of signs by applying explicit and implicit concepts
and associative relations in Saussure's semiotic theory and the
referential function of signs in Peirce's theory as well as the sensory
design theory in Norman's theory. The results of more than 80% of the
interview results show that the audience of spicy and hot food products
is able to understand the symbolic relationships and the sensory effects
of packaging design. In fact, the signs pass through the visual and
behavioral levels of the audience and create a lasting memory of taste
for them, in which case the sense of nostalgia is accompanied by the
sense of taste, and the channel of this connection is the sense of sight.
This study is descriptive-analytical in terms of methodology. The data
collection method is based on library review (i.e. note taking and
image analysis) and data analysis was done qualitatively. In-depth
interview method was used. The selection of packaging samples is
qualitative and purposeful. The results show that the sensory meaning
of typography evokes the implicit meanings of crispness,
deliciousness, excitement, and hidden sound through the design of
letters and colors in harmony with the visual signs and the type of
product. The relationship between the visual elements of color,
typography, and visual signs is evolutionary and Syntagmatic, this
evolution is effective in making the product look delicious and
arousing the sense of taste.
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Introduction

Visual and written signs are influential elements in packaging design. These signs convey explicit and
implicit concepts. The explicit meaning is the obvious and primary meaning, and the implicit meaning is
the hidden meaning of the signs. If packaging is assumed to be a semiotic discourse, then visual and
written signs are the medium for conveying the message to the audience of the sender. The message or
meaning is derived from the functioning of signs and their connections to each other and to the audience.
These relationships can be analyzed in terms of the explicit and implicit meanings of the signs, their
syntagmatic and paradigmatic relations, and the hidden referential function of signs. Explicit and implicit
meanings, and paradigmatic and syntagmatic relations, are derived from Saussure’s theory, the
referential relation is derived from Peirce’s theory. The explicit meanings of a sign are expressed as the
immediate, apparent, or common meaning. The implicit meaning is related to socio-cultural and personal
associations (beliefs, convictions, emotions, etc.). Syntagmatic relations are linear and temporal, The
sign has a referential quality; it has the capability to refer the mind to objects in the external world [42].
Therefore, the sign points to a subject or referent.”

Research Objectives and Questions

1-The purpose of the research is to analyze the implicit meaning of visual and written signs in the
packaging of some food products and to pay attention to the sensory meaning of signs by applying
explicit and implicit concepts and associative relations in Saussure's semiotic theory

2- To analyze the referential function of signs in Peirce's theory as well as the sensory design theory in
Norman's theory.

The research seeks to answer the following main question:

1-The main research question is: What is the relationship between the visual sign, mascot, product type,
and referential signs of natural food sources with the brand name in the packaging of spicy and savory
food products.

2-How does the audience react to the sign relations in the packaging of spicy and savory products based
on sensory design?

Most previous studies have focused on the visual space and graphic relationships of sign in product
packaging, or experimental tastes have been examined in relation to the perceptual characteristics of
packaging. This research, focuses on the relationship among the signs of the packaging of spicy and
savory food products and their sensory effects.

Discussion

In the analysis, the components of the theoretical foundations of the research have been interviewed.
The patterns in question are as follows.

1 -Associative Relations of Visual and Written Sign in Food Product Packaging

The interview results indicated, the relationship between a brand name and packaging design, based on
the visual sign, refers to nostology food, reminiscence and childhood memories. Memories, are linked to
collective memory, social or cultural structures. So, in this interpretation, reflective perception becomes
apparent. This level of perceptual reflection can be observed in the interview results.

2- Implicit Influences of Written Signs on Product Packaging Design
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90% of the participants confirmed, their sense of taste was stimulated by observing cues such as vinegar,
grapes, or chips. They have emphasized the reference to the natural world through visual signs as a
natural source of nutrition and the impact of the packaging image on the sensory faculties. According to
the data of qualitative studies, the external and superficial perception of the packaging was made for the
audience. The stimulation of the taste sense, which was approved by the audience, is an indication of the
realization of behavioral perception in the face of these products, and reviewing good childhood
memories of eating the products reflects the memorable sense of taste and the formation of reflective
perception.

3- The Association Mascots and written Signs

To examine the effects of mascots on the audience and to create a distinctive and unique feeling, visual
packaging examples were evaluated through in-depth interviews. More than 90 percent of people
mentioned the influence of mascots on product selection, attractiveness, and instilling a sense of play and
joy through mascots. More than 80 percent of people confirmed the connection between mascot design
and the product and written sign. The results indicate that the use of mascots in packaging also has
memorable effects

4- The Effect of Color in Food Product Packaging

Colors create specific psychological effects on the viewer. In the tested samples of packaging, various
shades of red, yellow, and orange are frequently used in written Signs, mascots, and backgrounds. The
examination and testing of the color component in the packaging of savory and spicy products shows
that100% of individuals prefer warm colors and Stimulant of the sense of taste.

5- Persian and Non-Persian Writing in Food Product Packaging

In food packaging, Persian and English letters are designed to have a specific visual identity. In Persian
and English letter design color and typography incorporates specific styling aimed at creating a unified
visual identity. 79./. of the participants indicated a connection between the curved, vertical, and
horizontal lines of both Latin and Persian scripts. This indicates that the audience is visually able to
recognize the similar relationships between the letters of the trademark and their similarity to the type of
product.

Conclusions and Implications

The results of more than 80% of the interview results show that the audience of spicy and hot food
products is able to understand the symbolic relationships and the sensory effects of packaging design. In
fact, the signs pass through the visual and behavioral levels of the audience and create a lasting memory
of taste for them, in which case the sense of nostalgia is accompanied by the sense of taste, and the
channel of this connection is the sense of sight. The results show that the sensory meaning of typography
evokes the implicit meanings of crispness, deliciousness, excitement, and hidden sound through the
design of letters and colors in harmony with the visual signs and the type of product. The relationship
between the visual elements of color, typography, and visual signs is evolutionary and Syntagmatic, this
evolution is effective in making the product look delicious and arousing the sense of taste. sensory design
is introduced as a strategic model in packaging design, which is related to the Syntagmatic relationship of
visual signs and brand name, mascots, explicit and implicit sign relations, sensory impacts of color, and
memorability. This can function as the proposed model for this research.
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