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Abstract

The present study aims to examine the roots and causes of the events of 2022
(1401 in the Iranian calendar) in Iran. These events encompassed widespread
protests and unrest across various parts of the country, reflecting underlying
social and political fractures. The primary objective of this research was to
conduct a comparative analysis of these events using two different theoretical
frameworks. Data were collected from speeches, analytical articles, media
reports, and academic studies. A qualitative and comparative method was
employed for data analysis. First, Samuel Huntington’s theory of political
instability was examined in detail. It was then applied to Iran’s political and
social structures to identify the strengths and limitations of the theory.
Subsequently, the statements of Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei were analyzed
through content analysis to understand the cultural, spiritual, and security
dimensions of the crisis. The findings indicated that the events of 2022 could
not be explained solely through a single theoretical framework. Instead, they
resulted from a complex interaction of structural, cultural, psychological, and
international factors. Huntington’s theory helped explain institutional gaps
and weaknesses in political responsiveness, while Ayatollah Khamenei’s
perspectives provided insight into the cultural, religious, and security
dimensions of the events.The study proposed an integrated model,
demonstrating that managing similar crises requires the simultaneous
strengthening of responsive institutions and social capital. Furthermore,
enhancing public awareness and national cohesion is essential to mitigate
social vulnerabilities. Ultimately, this research sought to bridge classical and
local analyses, offering strategies to enhance social and political resilience.

Keywords: political instability, Huntington’s theory, comparative analysis,
Ayatollah perspective, qualitative analysis



