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Abstract

In recent years, the expansion of Salafi and Takfiri movements in Central Asia has

Volume info . . . .
emerged as one of the major security and geopolitical challenges surrounding the
Vol. 24 Islamic Republic of Iran. This study aims to examine the nature and multi-level
Series: 110 consequences of Salafism in Central Asia and to assess its implications for Iran’s
Autumn 2025 national security. The research adopts a descriptive—analytical approach and
P.P: 147-172 employs a mixed-methods design (qualitative—quantitative). Data were collected
) through documentary analysis, security reports, and a researcher-designed
Article Type questionnaire, and the views of 50 experts in regional security and international
relations were analyzed. The statistical findings indicate that the overall mean
Research Paper level of respondents’ agreement exceeds 87 percent, and the chi-square test results
. . are statistically significant across all dimensions (P<0.05). Moreover, the
Article History . . .. . . .
correlation matrix reveals strong and significant relationships between security
. and geopolitical dimensions (r=0.82), security and cultural dimensions (r=0.75),
Received: o . . C e 1
2025.11-16 and geopolitical and economic dimensions (r=0.77), highlighting the soft, gradual,
Revised: and security-oriented nature of the Salafi threat. The findings show that this trend
2026-02-11 weakens Iran’s cultural influence, activates sectarian divisions, increases the
P vulnerability of the northeastern borders, and threatens geo-economic corridors,
2026.06 01' thereby creating a strategic challenge for Iran. Conversely, combining smart
EA security policies with cultural diplomacy and regional cooperation can help
Sl L contain Salafi threats and enhance Iran’s geopolitical position in Central Asia and
2026-06-01 Eurasia
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