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Jihad and Holy Defense in Quran and Hadiths
J. M. Raisi

Abstract

In Quran and religious resources, war and Jihad are to prevent corruption
on earth, preserve worship-places, forbid tyranny, and defend the
oppressed. In short, they are to deal with whatever obstacles perfection,
salvation and happiness of mankind and not for economic exploitation or
political domination, social and geographical expansion, or issues that in
the history of human suffering have stripped safety and security of people
and have imposed the most losses upon them. So Surah Bagharah, Ayah
208 (O you who have believed, enter into Islam completely [and
perfectly] and do not follow the footsteps of Satan. Indeed, he is to you a
clear enemy) is not different form Surah Anfal, Ayah 39 (And fight them
until there is no sedition and [until] the religion, all of it, is for Allah. And
if they cease - then indeed, Allah is seeing of what they do) because the
war is to dispose of sedition, which is followed by peace. Practical life of
the Prophet Mohammad was based on warding off the aggression and
oppression in all conflict with the pagans, infidels and the Jews.
Basically, the philosophy of jihad in Islam consists of justice, provision of
demands and freedom of the people based on human and religious values.
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