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The Role of the Soviet Union in the Iraq’s Imposed

War Against Iran
R. Shahgholian Ghahfarkhi

Abstract

In the constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the principles of foreign policy are
explicitly stated. One of these principles is ‘No to the east and no to the west” according
to which Iran denied any dependence on the two superpowers of the time, the US and the
Soviet Union, and emphasized its independence in its positions and foreign policy. With
this introduction, the purpose of this article is to examine the role of the Soviet Union in
the Iraq’s imposed war against Iran. Based on the nature of the title of the article and to
answer the question of it, in this research, descriptive-analytical method has been used to
study the subject and is in terms of research type, it is in the category of theoretical-
applied research. The method for collecting data is also by means of the library,
documents and Internet resources. By analyzing and answering the question of this
article, which is "the role of the Soviet Union as one of the superpowers of the time in
the Iraq’s imposed war on Iran", it can be said that the main factor in establishing a war
between Iran and Irag was the two great superpowers, the West and the East, who
viewed the revolution that had formed in Iran as a great threat to their aims. Thus, they
entered the war with Iran through Irag. The foreign relations of Iran and the Soviet
Union during the years 1359 to 1367 can be described in three distinct periods: 1- the
first three years of the imposed war, 2- from the release of Khoramshahr to the
empowerment of Goorbachev, and 3. Since Gorbachev to the end of the war. This paper
was to analyze these three periods. The results of the research indicated that the Soviet
Union had always been among the most important countries trying to, both bilaterally
and internationally, give an end to the war and bloodshed during the Iraq’s imposed war
against Iran.

Keywords: the Soviet Union, superpower, Iraq’s imposed war against Iran, Holy
defense.
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