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Planning of Covering and Mine Sweeping Operations for Multiple Robots in
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Abstract

In parallel with advances in robots hardware, the motion planning science has become increasingly indispensable and
complicated, and enables robots to enhance their capabilities in applications where the presence of humans is imprac-
tical or hazardous. The covering and minesweeping operations of outdoor areas are examples of such applications.
This paper deals with the problem of covering and minesweeping of unknown environments by multiple mobile robots
which have cooperative interactions. For searching the space, the new method of multi sensor-based random trees
(MSRT) is developed, and for planning the robots’ paths toward the scattered items and their collection, a mathemati-
cal model similar to the multiple traveling salesman problem is proposed, which together with the k-means clustering,
the A* search, and the visibility graph techniques plans the route of each robot. Comparisons with the counterpart ma-
thematic model solved to optimality showed that the proposed method produces suboptimal solutions in much shorter
computational times.

Keywords: Covering, Minesweeping, Multi R obot Motion Planning, TSP, Clustering

*Correspondjng Author E-mail : masehian@modares.ac.ir Passive Defence Sci. & Tech. 2012, 1,57-71



WA L o) o ylocs cpgun Jlo 4 ol pué aidlay slogs y9lid g pole” dwdgi— (ole almo IS

Gibe bt o Tligy e cole p el 1 eslinal b
o8 allie opl o I¥Icw] sad alol o) laoe ' plSinay 8
5500 95 5 LB il 5l 6,5 Laore 4y o oDl a5 00l
s o 1y wilge Jome g Wingame I e JlS asd 4wy
5 Wy &S50 (il yoee (5 5l Olyy po il sl Cux
ua—...a?u el y3 ) nS{ G J.oSu,.c oéL&SMlM S9) wld.Jj‘ ulS.c
D9l Sggan |y T ao oo eols

Lol o S 5o Dl 90 wad Sl slapi, oK 51 (S e
- oo OB lae o 1) Siope (ainl gakad S g, b
D9 gn 0dsal Slig, " e 15 Ao i glalins i [FluS
[ g ‘S—l as AJ;_.&“> 9o 4 W oo u.i.a&:l; ul;s) 9o 05‘.4
g yse ) 4 laome 5o Cubge e sl (5 500 9 LIS
J= au hlizes o sae Jas (650,400, 5l eolaiul b laie
et [0] adazsls 5 aisliol e 0 Sl Wiz gy dius
39 J_'v)lé)?ﬁ (o (5= JaLu) &./uléb )l Lﬁ&l.gj) a5 el oulls
bl sasals joas aslianils Ll po Lol o 350
Bblos plad (b 5l o )le (giloatge sbyylne il ;S0 oo
U8 oS s B lacibsy s L, Sl 0 S pal,8 ol
Bun anas gblie (5l 5 dacly, ples akewg 4y mlaw iSTos
a5 I po ol ool (gilvai iy 5l cwl O e 35 aliuss
72 Gl aSen G 0,95 sl Clix ] L 5l slbcusgass
Sos Pl @bl g Blge (9,5 e 5 ol o bl b,
[0] a5 Lol e Sl Sus asds jo oS

Oy )ig.o gax 90992 r&}l.u: L}“‘" )‘ Slaal )l LS'G’U uliao [7]
Oripms 9 lalenlgn Co jgale Mg oo (lulid loloylga oile
o Jleixl as slasgs 4y s ans |y Blal oles a5 ol ol
Lepolidl s 4 Jlaiz] 04 dieS laylen 51 S5 0 okl las
sl L 5 g (e ) s LG U bleglen alold 0,5 asin
Lonlsa ;o i cpl 10 098 o 05 Lowlsn iz L Blaal Lo oo
SaS L g ol Blaal gl 1S 51 glacs ol iilgs slie 5
S aSa) 4zt oS (o 5500l |, 395 pens ' 53 ol SLo
el 0l glolid 5 (g balaglen lawgs wws ;o slad

L g Solozpe SIS 5loolinnl 5 (glaiiygd apsad by, 5l eslitul b
‘5Lb.la.~>u W}:)K 4..3J5J.Ma BLIST] ul)s) WS)J 9 ;AS) ul§)>
e (§lA8 593 (s 320 wlawlio [V] ool oo sy pBinay e

LSL“JﬁL" J}‘"’"’)?bd‘.’ & ‘)? “\'56"'; Sl Gy S s.’.l)ls

doddio .

48 W o a b (plaly, (gl g ple Copi b plS o
cib plail Cgzr 6yt Lol (LS sladiges 4y cod
»Lleslay, 6 =)L an wiin o550 La IS 5l gnms
b g aies SUyls b Sasb o o bapyludl jgam a5 slas )l
03,5 Iy (5 e Sl el (509,55 Ko o5l Lol plox
il i 50,8 (hgals as g ga s IS cpl (saken 5l ol
il g (gl Sk slalase 10 Db g gater (e
&z 9 0055 S oS5 et So de et 3ble o sl
S50 Sl 55 S (SUhs slalame 5 oluls ]
~laoe 5 olae (ginie Ll S (ool sloolS 5y 5 Ca jgele
3,5 o Lal ool solaiw] 59,500 g (oliond Sl jlas o
OBl s e o Jos Dlyy ES 5> s saeln Slasl o
545 s Lares bl wlyls Jols) by 5o 0T, w3
Sl A Wl By yne | LSS a4y (0 g 106 (glading o Sozd
Bl g Lol b ansS T ragy |y mrhaw aub by, wiz b o ] pll
A8 o 1y Jasxe j0 ouiSTTyy w

sz GUSS g Gl bt Jo sl daz (g pol allis o
L jLies s @iy, sz o] j0 a8 cul ool ools anuwgi S,
oSy Ml (g goinr g HSS 4 S0 SH b (Siaken g 6,802
Laclyg, as padasdly 5l oy o8G5l 5 oo 5L laee SO j0
SIS Lo wisd o0 (550 oz Lol Lo g g 00l o0l (apass
A8l csBan | oMbl oy by, g ol 4z Ll bbby, sy
9 b )0 &5 > L g 00,5 gaxter 4 £9,0 caoe 13 392 90
el suio o S50 clacly, b oledlbl o¥ols 5 o) mlolis
S 35ion 2 P ) plalid g atim 355 Zy j9el
s il Laris oy a5 as | glo K 4 jgme Lo,
Sy e ;o sl 4y giasl ol wijle 1) 95250 alse
LU e ity oo s aile gl Jlone 5 oS5 4S5 wiS
bl g 9 Lol pled el g 4 gl Jy58 oy o
Bgh Jolo (See a2z g (n yidinge 42 Mo

Py Wiz Gagy alis sl e sln 2 S 0280 S
slS Ao 40 352 g0 o SiSE LT [V el su ad)) S asly,
ol o le 9,805, ol Blate s 550 Gles 5 (2915 £95 5
9 ol st (aglS ailate (e Coos 4y (Gl Sy aSi
Aoz STl Lol Oldlbl b ais &S > oaid hglS (59,08
Y] sl iSlas auly

® Spanning Tree
" Offline C overage
¥ Rendezvous Problem
9 . .
Voronoi Diagram

! Foraging
2 Sweeping
3
Sensor
* Frontier-Based E xploration Algorithm
* Multi-R obot E xploration



04 Ol g (s | ¢ 4 LU gl banzmo 53 Oligy Wiz g2 (2l 9 Slgy ©lkos (32540

3,50,90 00,8 alie iz 4 B i 0,50,90 00l 8 dliuns
.Ia_u:y 0)50)9\5 o»\.l._ﬁ:s)é aliwe J_‘> L.a ‘>9—“"L5"° J.l.\.u ‘51.7.4
man Slagy ;o sl M (s jsleer i AT S o s8]
-Ia_u:f \'_’JL}j) P ) 4_.3la uoL.A,ol ﬁ)lj‘ WLQ-‘ )09 ol Casd
e 1S ol Ll g 48 555 o0 (55l abgiye Sl

Dl Cavsds Jaus BIS (gq, 5l by, 0 oS >
Slogyae Sy ¥ i (0 iCwl Shgo s alis o0 bl
9 e 3 Lacly, (g (NS mpas 4 ¥ (it ) g alis
3,5 0,95 odiingyd ali e 5looliiwl Ly o338l 5 jglaos w3y
gk-means goalg> 00 ,s8l baw i alins )l Jo g alS o
A M)QSC"_""‘ OA_A]f MJQA* S P> p_d)s_i”
) alse 385 Jo b gooe slhanslise 5 gjlwand sbass
oS Gl Sy 0 5os e | Slads g g S ams asbad

Aloalds

Lo Wl 400 .Y
Sl ccwloas 7 ydae adlie ool jo a5 Sl Sz e

el ) Sla S s

Mians g, 5o (im al 00 &9 iSed9> i —
S oo o JlFed 93 O jgo ay lae )3 59,5 (o0 preaal

G ¥ Ll ()5 (slab g o0 JS Sis g o Loy, —
S S > Y 5 X Slaise glaygmme glivly jo 5 ol

QB 0d e g JKE i g 009y L] ()5 Lo j0 &dse —

$olT Gl yo dlaws a5 sae (pp s s Sungiglga laby, —
2 g S S sl ol ol yo JS s 5l il J,ms LG
QS S 5o lagitans caliie Sloa o wilgi oo dmess

Lol gl damme g anilas lagsee 51 L3 iils e laly, —
Al S (B0 0550 alis K50 Ol @ cnl aslinl
.wlvr:li:.m.g &S, gyl

2,0 aS wee ol alol e, Xus 4 jyome loly, —
2 35zge alge Joli) | (ladl bl obT lad g s0a,Sy
asin el L5 (0,8 50,500 o5 )0 ¢ lgrs wuile baors
e el 4l a5l g e Bl slas as o plolis
Lacly, ¢opizmad 090 0 00l (Las S b 5 ouls oaeli (LSR)
e 4,0 ) Ll as axie 55 Ol e sl S sl
led oo dame 10 e (b e dile 0uS T U

Srslamezr G |y 095 4 adly olaisl oMl oles oy, —
WS o Az (920) o5 1,8 0 g

7 Online Motion Planning

sladshe pLol b plyie andl 5 e sbul sk 5 ol
Oy wle 5l o9z |y 6 LIS (idigy s (Slaijed a2
sl ids sy 45 Boustophedon  Jolw (s4y320
Ly plimay slalame gy JA] Coul oads il pKinas e
4] adoass &8l ) 5.5 Boustrophedon sl (s4s 525 3s,

5 Oiasy Al Slste a1y Tl e 45 (6 K00 Slegdge alex |
Gl S i Bud Wiz goaalin )15 o 5 sloedd lasre gy
st g alivs 2o, 5l Joe b e Ol 5l slasgS o as
3l (6,500 ol [V r] adlasisls s o 4 ol g5l
e 2 y506sS (s jledidas p 6 S Alges Lo 2 (o9
poad &l oo sla g, ales 5l [V Y Jasks,S eolaiwl 18 sl
olas a0 (g, dn Glas s (Bolal (5 ;S atiges sl
IS e 5 S S L aS 5,5 6,lal (RRT) g s (5975
DY 025 (50 )8 sy 0,90 602,50 lad

= RRT gy gl ;i |, o1 plyie 45 SRT g,
Sl 059 am 4 Conl (6,5 g yu (e i oS S wends
ma by 595 SRT 5 Sy, o)l o5 pllinay slabaowe yidigy
S S slad pns Al ol (0 a5 col Jx> 1S > 53,
samb g5l o Sl (Bolas sle s, Sy adei b o jaiay N
DY) 05d o il b K Lassgi conds olwlis 551’“' 9""’“
o (§ALE A4S Cwl 5 50 LS L 6l)ls RRT wisles SRT
So Juls SRT 0,5, a8 o @8l,11, by, olT (s00,50 (slas
oy Ol 43 Sy, a5 Csl @055 51 5l 6 )le (Sadye) s0)Sy
olyar as1,q BLbIS Jos fesl gzl 5l oo si 0,5 (ol .ol
Dygmo 4 S 0 Dl oo b0 K plw G,k 1A ol
ol Jolal &g 4rdS w4y LSl (508 b g caolidl
st 5 A (69,8 4 (s Al e (B0 o
(LSR) " e cpoul (saumb S50 50 spaz Combge ol & e,
asdy LS a5 Segislen yd slasls ) 6l SRT (g, il
Sl 555°5m Slinn 2 5355l 5 SRT g, 3l (o5 1V ¥ o
DO cwlas, |5 4 b g alise J> gl

U1 538 g baroe p3 Laclog) gy sl y-2l sallis o
axwgs Wb oo SRT i e a5 "MSRT s, cdasmee ;0 005,
Ao and Joe ganwgi b eedBl 38l 51 ey el ool 00ls dawgs
NSl (6 ylamor diue J> 4y ilfasz 5,850,990 0oiing,d alives
J5 ke-means goua des 1,03 5o,k ) sl sads ansls

g 00l (Gavddgr by, slasy 4y lase jo cad  olwlis oM

! Online

2 Rapidly-Exploring Random Tree (RRT)

3 Sensor-Based Random Tree (SRT)

* Local Safe Region (LSR)

® Frontier-Based

® Multi Sensor-Based Random Tree (MSRT)



WA 5l o) ojlod cpgun Jlo ¢ Jale jué aibloy slas y9ld 5 pske” (Sddg— (oole e Fe

oo real Pl cmizan Aibals ool lis S 68 slaSug
Sy, o Slbl o 10 alouds dwlxe b Sz lawgy a5 &by, 1o

Aoy

Sl liste Condse 93 slp (e ol (A5 ) SR
IS 4y wilge b cos VSl e creal ga b (V) U o
03,5 o S iie Jad milge b ddlaie g0 ;0 g 0055 JulS ojule
Sy, yR gasals o omlo g ¥V Ol sl as oy

S Shgo a4 o esl gasl S A o g azilag 18
el 0l ol g gaals glad b JulS 0,3

Gl ol 1S5 5 10 MSRT o,65l slapls (IS 5k 4

OJAT Y Jiu 5 UT L."JS oS A as sMLu’.o > C)'"'" s C;la‘j)

|

axb) Sl Geur o8 s alats Bl,bl e 5l Sledbl S

il ,o ol opd 5 PERCEPTION(q,,,) ol bawss (S

ADD(7, (g i S)) & lawsi 7 Bolay >

el bug K0 sloly, b ooad s oldbl Jols ¥
SHARE(al 7))

b oy g Glp Oue olad cye ol Y
Orana <oz o1 S > o8 sdnnlxe g RANDOM_DIR
Geand w392 285 alazi OBl g RAY &b Lawgs

VALID2  VALIDI g alss baus 55 Geand 23, ¥

4 Ailgi oo g 099y I8 555 SSy Jo lacd bl ol

2 oo 4 il S (g pglan 1) DBl g 0ty pes s iz
WSS oo a1 Ol g A 5y (990) o5 1B a el b ol

by jo Loy g ¥

S it bame o 3 68 plnl 4 jgele by, a4 oKin
o 2l 4 Cuonl Le,ﬂ O G5 g u_i.uzLa.m Eoon (g o
Sy Lo sl gl by, hald ez ) S e
by, ol iy i syl 53 ;%085 L5 0 5 00,5 ol
L1, ogs idl,s oMbl 5 axsl bl o 5505 b el
5,8 Szl 4y Sioen

s s LT A5 00l o8 by, om oMbl Jols gy
1y 055 e Slatse )06 5 attn jze’ Sz lloase
3 b (o (2) o239, ] s S 5k 5 5 088
cesly ol Gpal aigled S sl 5 03,5 3,0 bls | lacslys,
5 Siplan el i 4o 5 00 bacly, Sl gl iyl
Sedse e 58 il o 5 en

5 el Sle oy 3o altee it o)Ll B a5 ebples
Soglaez caz alisl e SO 0 by, gy 5%l
12 MSRT plo sax (B9 ophaie a1 0 0asSTy slage
Az a5 Cuoloads 00ls axwgi Dby, wix b paw JolS o
& RS b 5 f5em 5 (Kinlan 5o 51 Siloien ;908 1, by,
D3l dars 5 g5 4 Silets 5k

MSRT gy iz gy g, A=Y
A Silaiw job a5 ol oo 0B 1) Dby, wiz (g, o)
maal i o el o il as Lil b G o o
VS ;9 a5) SRT (s, L illas o 5800 Sy, 50 &5 5> (532,
SleMbl (i sliS STaal b as o 05 o ploal (VY] 0l 820
o= |y lame ) (e Les Sy e K slasly) (LS|
Lolog, lawgs o iog sbolad S1uialas geb a4 S oo
lgu’_?l}.c‘ Qotw)éleolgj))m ‘dj"“‘ Q,‘o.ﬂ ‘_gﬂk,?li Lgd.,.wl;m S
u..sb.b‘ ENEN )| «)55 ob alols LgL‘b)iuo )| ua.z.....c Ty J}Jo
S8 ol ol S5 saials jo ile ST 0 oo S Sl
90 (nl yf )3 398 o0 (plulid ez 500l 0unlish zoe 95
il bl la e 5l (6 o sladl B J55e (gasals (gojlul 4y g,
&‘5.9 J.al_...a C;ng) 6)l5 RPN )| Lg‘:b'yoj .\).35‘5.4 S &)Ua‘
Jg_w LY LQQL:S) U" o aS Sl oo bé)s—‘(\ ) Jiw B ‘S!J»o..\&

' Global Positioning System (GPS)
% Ethemnet



4 Ol Kop g (Fammo (| £ axSLDU g o 10 Wl iz gl Lo 9 gy Slekos 53 )40l

Lgs Shol anlp O o, esl 5k LSS o 0 ol p8 10
&, G=1,...,n) j &by, ,& s,y PERCEPTION(Qeyy) als
slad g oal sl b K Oledbl a5 cise ol 4y a2 o
03l S g4 AT (Geur) (rd (s0m,5 o Sy, SlbI sk
i, Jeoli wpaz 0,5 S Jb ] e Cawd 4y 05 e
adlsl T e o 4y abgye S e el g4 b g Sligy Qeurr
aS A e oloyl Bolas 50 ) Slgy o cadly j0 058 o0
59 iS5l als e ,e j0 by, 4 sitea bl T sleo,S
anlp e, Sl slepl S8 jsb a4 0,8 o 8 Ll
IS 50 T oS awh oS il oo 5 70 4,185 e 0 STl
| 00l 00l las ¥

by bt S jloas able g5, b galoles gl
(ol Ol o, X S slasssensors) RAY_EQU &L
S5-2> g0 alge soloi b 398 Lo alslre W salad gaiwlxs ¥
W LLi go,58 g INTSEC_P_L b Lawss (q) dawms ;o
Rays o ,ile o

3,95 5 saals 1,5 SL0 3 Slaibuw g alold Qo)ﬂ Cowd s Y
Sz 60 Lads ol pen a4y lsl 0,58 g FIND_MIN_DIS &b lawsgs
Vis eyl jot

2l g (Vs L plse) Sl (STyol (googase ZMol ¥
Lhowg o, 8ojlosl JoB ganls 2Sla> 4 a4 LREVISE
Range) b, b ,Xux

&b s Sl sy arj Sy, T oS3 aSl Gl e a0
Sigls bla Slaie Jod 51wl ol 86,0 oledlb! SHARE
o slboly, Ll ol lasee 2 o ledbl il g oo
s pae g lacly) )55 p poe Greudd Sz IS Gl wad o0 )58
5 o o ol ey JAS Kimlas sl 5 505, S o
Sy Crmnd (6l (Quand) 9oodlS aall SO (ol g p8 0
olai &jpe dn Al S SO I 0 5d G Sy Sy
55550 a5y Slis, 12 51y RANDOM_DIR asli Lass (B
Sz o ST gl ads plas 058 oo 0uiles 13 RAY &1
S obiy, galold o panie b cwsl ply a8 0 oo dlos Orgg
b =S ojlasl JoB gadls jiSlas g il oy, 580058
Jsb bl it ;50 &l a4y B Sz 50 Sl o, K>
29 l e (e )54 Bram Swz 5o Sl (55 > Al
3929 1, S bawgl (6 S0l LB saaly jiSlas googame
—o3ll B ganaby Sl b julyy 25 o assls Job sl anilag
S by oo Sy il 53 el U S g 55
] Oy ez 0 @l 50 5 Dlog,y s saloB L s

' Ray Equation
? Intersection of Polygon and Line

BUILD_MSRT(q,,i» Kinaxs Lnaw @ B> 1, range, d,,i,)
4 curr = 4 init
Fork =1to K,
j—1
Loop
S «— PERCEPTION(q .,
ADD(T]'a (qcmn S))
j=j+1
Until (j = numberof robots)
7 < SHARE(ll 7))
je—1
Loop
i—0
Loop
Orand — RANDOM_DIR
7 RAY(S, 0000)
Gcand < DISPLACE(qcurrs 0 ranas 0X1)
i—i+1
VALID1 (g cand> dmin, other LSR, 7))
VALID2 (q ana f> range, t — 1)
VALID = VALID1 N VALID2
Until (VALID=1ORi=1,,)
If VALID = 1
MOVE—TO(qmnd)
Geur < Ycand
Else
MOVE_TO(q o-parent)
Geun < GeurParent
Until (j = number of robots)
Return<t

MSRT g, oS aud .Y S

PERCEPTION(qcur, g, sensors, range)
For ¢ =1 to sensors
Y—RAY_EQU(?)
For ob =1 to max(q)
[XL, YI] = INTSEC_P_L(g(0b).,Y)
ADD(Rays, [X1, YI))
END
[mindis, closesipoint] «—
FIND_MIN_DIS(Rays)
ADD(vis, [t, mindis, closestpoint])
END
PERCEPTION «— REVISE(vis)
Return PERCEPTION

PERCEPTION &b oS acs ¥ JSi
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