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The Trends Governing the Future of Shiite

Ali Reza Nasr Isfahani*, Omid voghoofi

Abstract

Recent global and regional developments indicate that Iran is not supposed to
be unconcerned about the fate of the Shiites and must play a role in this regard. A
geopolitical consideration of the issues relating to Iran and Shiism denote that any
action in Iran - as the main center of the Shiism- affects the Shiite communities
under the influence of Iran. This research is intended to investigate the trends
governing the future of the Shiite world. This research is conducted by trend
analysis and tries to investigate the social, economic, technological, and political
trends that govern the Shiite world. The results of studying the current economic,
technological, political and social trends in the world, especially in Islamic
countries, indicate that the world has encountered deep and dramatic changes. The
results also demonstrate the formation of a new Shiite geography in the world. The
key trends in the Shiite world, from changing of economic powers to population
growth, and from the emergence of mass media and from the development of social
networks to the transformation of political structures, all of which may shape the
future of the Shiites in the West Asia (the Middle East) and the world, will face a
complex and unpredictable future.

Keywords: the future, Shiism, trend analysis, social, economic, technological,
political.
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Annual Population Growth Rates for Sunni and Shia Muslims

w

2000-2010 2020-2030

2010-2020

1990-2000

[These figures are average compound annual growth rates over the 10-year perfods shown, Compounding takes Into Bccount that
the pt_":uhi:\ﬂl‘ base for each year includes g‘Dw["‘ from the previous year. Data points are plotted based on unrounded numbers.
Dotted lines denote projected figures.

Pew Research Center’s Forum on Religion & Public Life » The Future of the Global Muslim Popuwation, January 2011
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Sunni Muslim Population Growth in the
Four Largest Sunni-Majority Countries

Shia Muslim Population Growth in the
Four Largest Shia-Majority Countries

ESTIMATED PROJECTED ESTIMATED  PROJECTED
SHIA SHIA SUNNI SUNNI

POPULATION POPULATION ANNUAL POPULATION POPULATION ANNUAL

GROWTH GROWTH

oentry 2010 2030 RATE ountry 2010 2030 RATE

Iraq 20,998,000 32,636,000 2.2% Pakistan 155,834,000 224,103,000 1.8%
Bahrain 459,000 617,000 1.5 Egypt 79,624,000 104,539,000 1.4
Iran 69,208,000 82,904,330 0.9 Bangladesh 147,864,000 186,568,000 1.2
Azerbaijan 6,156,000 7,113,000 0.7 Indonesia 203,823,000 237,639,000 08

Population estimates are calculated as ranges; figures listed

are the mid-points of the ranges

Pew Research Center's Forum on Religion B Public Life
The Future of the Global Muslim Population, January 2011

Population estimates are calculated as ranges; figures listed

are the mid-points of the ranges.

Pew Research Center’s Forum on Religion & Public Life
The Future of the Giobal Musiim Population, January 2011
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