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ABSTRACT

After the Islamic Revolution, a new model of defense called people-based defense
was created, which left a profound effect on the contemporary history of the world
and changed all the rules and principles of territorial defense. A specific feature of
this model is a type of responding to the threats by making use of the presence and
participation of a wide range of people to defend the material and spiritual values,
national identity and social identity of a nation to increase internal strength,
readiness and comprehensive efforts for achieving strategic goals, and a mosaic type
defense. This applied research follows a descriptive-survey method along with
causal process. Purposive sampling method is employed to explore the components
and identify the factors. This research is primarily intended to design a people-based
defense model to be used in comprehensive defense against the aggressor enemy or
terrorist groups in future wars. With relation to this purpose, in-depth interviews
were conducted with senior commanders of the Basij, local and foreign experts in
the field of popular resistance, and the thematic analysis approach was employed to
analyze the data. The results revealed that the people-based defense model is one of
the best, most effective and efficient defense models in the contemporary history of
the world, and the essential principles of the people-based defense model on the
basis of environmental monitoring, observation, and scanning can increase
comprehensive power.

Keywords: People-based defense, crisis management, asymmetric warfare, future
war.
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