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Analyzing the Position of Teacher’s Education in the Political
Discourses after the Islamic Revolution of Iran
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The purpose of this study is analyzing the position of teacher education in the political
discourses that have been formed after the Islamic Revolution of Iran. This research seeks to go
beyond mere descriptions and achieving contextual analysis for teacher education in Iran after the
Islamic Revolution considering the teacher’s education in discourse approach and through
document investigation. Research findings showed that he pervasive discourse of the Islamic
Revolution has had a profound effect on teacher education policies. The continuity of religion and
politics is the main sign of this pervasive discourse that has caused the influence of divine beliefs
and religious understanding on teacher identification in the documents and texts of teacher
education policy. Political sub-discourses that formed after the Islamic Revolution also had impacts
on teacher education policies. In the constructive discourse, with economic development as a
priority, the teacher was represented as a government agent and in the reform discourse, the teacher
was seen as an arm for political development. The turning point of teacher’s education policy in the
government of the Islamic Republic of Iran is the approval of the Fundamental Reform Document
of Education (FRDE). With the approval of this document, the teacher’s education subsystem has
been considered as a fundamental element of the education system in a forward-looking and future-
oriented perspective and in a strategic position.
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