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The Change of the Family from the Pre-Islamic Era to the
Time of Amir al-Mo'menin (AS)

Mohammad Reza Aram *
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One of the most important tools for describing, explaining and prescribing an
issue is to understand the developments of that issue in its historical and political
context. The institution of the family, as the most fundamental social institution, and
the rules and regulations governing the formation, consolidation and reproduction of
this institution are no exception to this rule. Therefore, the purpose of this study is to
understand the changes in the institution of the family in the historical and political
context of early Islam. The history of the beginning of Islam, in terms of shaping our
perception of the Islamic family or the ideal example of the family, is the most
important time to understand the developments of this institution. The main question
of this research is "How has the family institution change from the pre-Islamic era to
the The Age of Amir al-Mu'minin (a.c)"? In order to answer this question, an
attempt has been made to answer this question by using the reports of the Holy
Quran and the manners and traditions of the Infallibles (AS) as well as the manners
of the three caliphs. Focusing on several axes such as the quality of family
formation, marriage , divorce and social harms in the family institution and how to
deal with these harms in different periods of early Islam, we conclude that first the
family institution has gone through a sinusoidal course and secondly The influence
of the institution of the family in different political periods. The current structure of
the family in Iran and Islamic countries is a product mixed with the traditions of the
Prophet PBUH and Alawites, the deviations of the pre-Islamic era and the
innovations of the three caliphs in this field. Understanding this evolution can lead
to a correct understanding of our current descriptions, explanations, and
prescriptions of family institution issues.
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