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Abstract

The process of arms competition among the countries of the West Asian
region has intensified in the last two decades to the extent that most of the
economic incomes of the countries of this region have been spent on defense costs
and weapons purchases; But in this competition, America has played a more
prominent and important role than other world powers in this region. An
important question that is raised in connection with this process is, what was the
reason for the prominent role of America in increasing the arms race of West
Asian countries? The results show that the United States, as a leading and
hegemonic power, has defined the arms trade in West Asia in terms of domestic,
regional and global goals, and the causes of the prominent role of the United
States can be domestically due to the prosperity of the economy and the arms
industry. At the regional level, as a result of the increasing deterrence power of
the United States of West Asia against Iran, it includes justifying its presence in
West Asia to gain regional hegemony, forming its desired order to dominate the
region and fight against terrorism, and at the international level, maintaining and
promoting his hegemony in competition with great powers. The theoretical
framework of this article is designed based on the theory of neo-realism and the
concepts of defense economy. And by using the library method, he collected the
data and analyzed them with a descriptive-analytical approach.
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Country Notes 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Middle East

Balrzin 95 3% 1% 0% 18% 36% 33% 6% 38%  40% 44% 46% 47% 43%  41% 4% 41%
Egypt T 2% 26% 4% 22% 20% 20% 18% 16% 16% L7% L7 L7 14% 12% 12% 1%
Tran 96 30% 33% 27% 27% 30% 28% 24% 28% 22% 23% 28% 30% 31% 25% 21% 22%
Traq 797 12%  19% 22%  24% 19% 17% 23% 1% 33% 3.0% 54% 35% 39% 29% 34%  4l%
Israel 98 63% 60% 64% 64% 61% 59% 38% 3T% 56% 38% 53% 53% 3%  53%  32%  5.6%
Jordan 48%  4T%  6.0% 62% 6.6% 3.9% 33% 4T7% 42% 43% 43% 4% 48%  46% 46% 5.0%
Kuwait 99 43% 35% 36% 30% 40% 3% 35% 34% 33%  36% 50% 59% S6% Sl%  55%  65%
Lebanon 45%  46% 46% 40% 40% 41% 41%  40% 42% 47% 45% 5% 43% 0% 4T 3.0%
Oman 1100 88% 81% T7%  3T% 7.0% 64% T4% 121% IL1% 10.1% 10.9% 121% 9.6% 0.3% 8.6% 10.9%
Qatar 20%  18% 20% 20% 20% 13% .. .. . .. . .. .. . .
Saudi Arabia §101 77%  78% 85% T4% 9.6% 8.6% T2 TT%  9.0% 10.7% 133% 9%% 102% 95% T78% §.4%
Syria 0%  44% 41%  3.6% 40% 41% .. .

Turkey I 24% 24% 22% 12% 23% 23% 20% 20% 19% 1.9% L§% 21% 21% 253% 2T% 18%
UAE 102 3% 3% 33% 3T% 3% 60% 3% 3l%  6.0% 6%

Yemen 103 49%  43% 49% 44% 3T7% 4T% 49%  46%  41%  40%
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Figure 4. Military spending as a share of gross domestic product, by country, 2021
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Figure Four shows the SIPRI estimate of the trends in arms transfers to the entire MENA regioil
by major supplier between 1950 and 2016.

Figure Four: Trends in U.S., Western European, Russian, and Chinese Arms Transfer to
the MENA Region: 1960-2016
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Figure 2. The share of world military expenditure of the 15 countries with the
highest spendingin 2021
Source: SIPRI Military Expenditure Database, Apr. 2022.
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