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Abstract

During the post-Cold War era, the ground was set for the growth of regional powers
in a multipolar world. One of these regions is the Southeast Asia which encompasses
China South Sea, which is considered as a geopolitical basin. The geographical location
of the South Sea of China is strategically important as it is believed that huge oil and
natural gas reserves lie beneath its seabed. Moreover, China South Sea is the habitat of a
large number of aquatic plants and animals. China's economic rise and rapid growth in
recent decades, the South China Sea has become a hotbed of conflict between coastal
neighbors, regional organizations, as well as extraterritorial powers. It is probable that
international relations and the traditional US-led traditional order in East Asia change as
an important consequence of emerging a power in the East. This study seeks to explain
the concepts and sources of power in international relations and examine the conflict of
power between the United States and China in the South China Sea Basin. This paper
has answered with a qualitative approach and studying documents with a descriptive-
analytical manner whether Chinese sovereignty over the South China Sea paves the way
for the decline of traditional US hegemony in the region. The findings of this study
indicate that China's rapid growth and increase in military power and the exercise of
monopoly power over the South Sea of China have led to strong opposition from
neighboring countries and supra-regional powers. This opposition will be a challenge
for any peaceful transfer of power in the region.
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1. Deputy Secretary of State James Steinberg & National Security Council Asia Director Jeffrey Bader
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1. Fiery Cross Reef
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1. Freedom of Navigation Operations(FONOPS)
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Contested Features

Chinese military facilities:

° Airfield e Helipad o Large harbor O Small harbor Q Radar 0 Missile platform
Range:
SAM missile Anti-Ship cruise missile Radar targets at sea level Radar targets at 25,000 feet
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