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Abstract

Media coverage of prohibited or morally objectionable matters, despite the presence
of legal prohibitive substances, has always been a subject of debate and objections by
experts. This media coverage, which under titles such as freedom of expression and
access to information, or in pursuit of various interpretations of the boundaries and
limitations of prohibited matters, will normalize the forbidden matter and will lead to the
repeal of the laws until then. This research, based on the "agenda-setting theory,"
investigates the relationship between media coverage of illegal matters and the
emergence of a movement towards law avoidance and legal changes by studying a
historical case. The case in point is the examination of the relationship between media
highlighting of alcoholic beverages in cinema (focusing on Oscar-winning works) and its
relationship with social movements and political actions against legal restrictions on
alcoholic beverages; a law that was enacted in the early decades of the twentieth century
and then repealed in the United States in 1933 following protests within less than two
decades. In this study, the history of alcohol prohibition, media sphere in the United
States, and the position of cinema and the Oscars festival compared to other mainstream
media during the years of the enforcement of alcohol prohibition laws have been
addressed. The quantitative content analysis of the mentioned films confirms the
hypothesis of a relationship between the repeal of alcohol prohibition laws and media
highlighting of alcoholic beverages.
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