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1. See:Until recently, the United States was not believed to be considering the development of nuclear-
armed hypersonic weapons; however, a since-revoked Air Force solicitation sought ideas for a “thermal
protection system that cansupport [a] hypersonic glide to ICBM ranges.” Senior defense officials
responded to news reports of the revocation,stating that DOD “remains committed to non-nuclear role for
hypersonics.” See Steve Trimble, “USAF ErrantlyReveals Research on ICBM-Range Hypersonic Glide
Vehicle,” Aviation Week, August 18, 2020, at https://aviationweek.com/defense-space/missile-defense-
weapons/usaf-errantly-reveals-research-icbm-rangehypersonic-glide.

2. See: U.S. Congress, Senate Committee on Armed Services, “Testimony of John E. Hyten,” Hearing on
United StatesStrategic Command and United States Northern Command, February 26, 2019, at
https://www.armedservices.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Hyten_02-26-19.pdf.
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1. See: David Vergun, “DOD Scaling Up Effort to Develop Hypersonics,” DoD News, December 13,
2018, at https://dod.defense.gov/News/Article/Article/1712954/dod-scaling-up-effort-to-develop-
hypersonics/; see also U.S.Congress, Senate Committee on Armed Services, “Testimony of Michael
Griffin,” Hearing on New Technologies to Meet Emerging Threats, April 18, 2018, at
https://www.armed-services.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/18-40_04-18-18.pdf, and U.S. Congress, Senate
Committee on Armed Services, “Testimony of John E. Hyten,” Hearing on United States

Strategic Command and United States Northern Command,
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