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Abstract

Hybrid warfare is considered an interdisciplinary subject, and therefore, a
systematic understanding of it requires an explanation of the factors that shape hybrid
warfare. In this research, the factors contributing to the formation of the United
States' networked hybrid warfare against the Islamic Republic of Iran, along with
their impact levels, have been identified, followed by the identification of the
methods used to implement it. In networked hybrid warfare, the boundaries between
military and civilian entities, as well as between peace and war, are blurred, and all
of these elements are interconnected in a gray environment. Thus, the main goal of
this article is to identify the factors and methods of the United States' networked
hybrid warfare against the Islamic Republic of Iran. This research is applied-
developmental in nature and was conducted using a contextual-case method. The
tools for data and information collection were both library-based and field research,
with a sample size of 49 participants. The findings reveal that in hybrid warfare,
actions, factors, and methods do not necessarily need to play a specific role as long
as they are effective, that is sufficient, and there is no requirement for actions to occur
simultaneously or in parallel. However, in networked hybrid warfare, actions, factors,
and methods must play a specific role and must be carried out simultaneously and in
parallel with each other. Based on the research results, in networked hybrid warfare,
due to superior information awareness, the margin of calculation error is low,
whereas in standard hybrid warfare, the calculation error is high. The United States'
networked hybrid warfare against the Islamic Republic of Iran comprises 67 factors
and 24 methods. Out of the 67 factors, 39 are effective, and 37 are role-playing.

Keywords: Networked Hybrid Warfare, United States, Iran, Effective Factors, Role-Playing
Factors.
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