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Abstract

This article aims to analyze the media representation of the United States'
engagement with the Islamic Republic of Iran's nuclear program from a discursive
perspective, focusing on the coverage by BBC Persian and Iran International. The study
centers on two critical themes: sanctions and the JCPOA (Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action), which serve as focal points in this discursive conflict.

The research seeks to identify the discursive strategies employed by these media
outlets to influence their audiences, as well as the themes used in their messages, and the
actors, organizations, and key issues they emphasize. The methodology employed in this
study is Ruth Wodak’s historical-discursive analysis.

The findings reveal that the main discursive strategies utilized by these media outlets
include "naming," "framing," "referential," and "informative" strategies. The dominant
themes identified in their content are: “"humanitarianism,” "rights/justice,”
"economic/financial," and “peace/security."
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