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Abstract

The Foundation for Defense of Democracies (FDD), composed of Jewish-origin
neoconservatives from the Republican Party, has emerged as one of the prominent
think tanks in the United States, particularly regarding U.S. foreign policy in West
Asia during the 21st century. High-ranking officials, U.S. government members, and
Congress representatives actively participate in this foundation, which operates as a
significant pro-Israeli lobbying entity in Washington. This study addresses the
question: What is the role of the neoconservative intellectual foundations of the FDD
in shaping U.S. foreign policy after more than two decades of its operation?
Employing a descriptive-analytical approach and a library-based method, this
research examines and compares the FDD's neoconservative ideological foundations
with institutionalized approaches in U.S. foreign policy. The hypothesis asserts that
U.S. foreign policy is not only influenced by the ideas of the FDD’s neoconservative
founders and members but also demonstrates how these ideas have transitioned from
theory to practice in post-Cold War U.S. foreign policy. The findings reveal that the
foreign policy strategies of various Democratic and Republican administrations
during the post-Cold War era align with three complementary pillars: regime change
policies, unilateralism, and preemptive strikes. These strategies aim to maximize U.S.
interests, expand American values, and simultaneously ensure the security of Israel.

Keywords: Foundation for Defense of Democracies, Neoconservatism, Leo Strauss,
U.S. Foreign Policy.
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