Imam Hussein
University

13

Vol. 4
Spring 2024

Research Paper

I

Received:
03 November 2024

Revised:
20 November 2024
Accepted:
24 November 2024
Published:
25 November 2024
P.P: 11-46

T

ISSN: 2821-0247
E-ISSN: 2783-4743

Journal of American Strategic Studies ]

The Theory of Resistance-Based Covert Diplomacy in
International Relations: Focusing on Transition from the
U.S.-Dominated Order

Ruhollah Gaderi Kangavari*

DOR: 20.1001.1.28210247.1403.4.1.1.5

Abstract

One of the key functional domains of intelligence agencies, as primary providers of
policymakers’ informational needs in foreign policy, particularly within the Resistance Axis, is
"covert diplomacy." Given the opposition and obstructionism of the United States toward the
ideals of the Islamic Revolution—especially under conditions of economic sanctions and
maximum political pressure—"resistance-based covert diplomacy" has emerged as a unique and
strategic tool for the Islamic Republic to advance its foreign and security policies in
international interactions.

This form of diplomacy requires theoretical development for conceptualization and
strategic acumen for practical application across governance levels. Resistance-based covert
diplomacy, adopting an anti-hegemonic and balancing approach with a deterrence-oriented
resistance focus, neutralizes and renders ineffective the U.S. and its allies' policies of sanctions,
containment, isolation, and maximum pressure against the Islamic Republic. This is achieved
through confidential negotiations and covert diplomacy with both state and non-state actors
within the Resistance Axis and other nations, without compromising or betraying the ideals of
resistance.

Resistance, by its nature, is rooted in covert diplomatic actions, circumventing bureaucracy
and formal processes. The resistance-driven order of the Islamic Revolution, due to its refusal
to follow superpowers and its adoption of balancing and deterrence strategies against the U.S.-
centric hegemonic order, imposes significant constraints on formal and public diplomacy.
Consequently, covert diplomacy serves as a vital a venue for the Islamic Republic’s diplomatic
apparatus to secure security interests and deepen its external influence.

Methodologically, this study employs an interpretive and ijtihadi approach and is based on
qualitative research methods.

Keywords: Covert Diplomacy, Resistance-Based, Foreign Policy, Islamic Republic of Iran,
Transition from U.S.-Dominated Order..
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1. Construct

2. Deconstruct

3. Zero Sum Game (win-lose)
4. Resistance-based order

5. Dominance-centric order
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1. Tolerance of secrecy
2. Secrecy
3. Transparency
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1. Plausible denial
2. Capability
3. Intention

VEY Sl | e 5uw oplosd | pol Jlw I \é I




o 00T 53 10 lalllos &3 puiss

6 San gl el o5 2 6 2y 0 ool I S ls o B S g B8 S o o
e g 8 uS” ol 1y J e o) Solg S Jool Jgool Ul 5 o 35 opl b9 o WS g5
(6 San Koae8 b S oSS 0T 4 il 5 o Mo sl 5 ol s (6580 & il 5 0
Jdlon o5 m 418 gl Jobows (It 35 1 B ol 48l gl ool ¥ utid ol (b iS”
a1 6oam g3 sy o3BT oyl 3l S 315 sy bons ey 5 LS oo ot ozl

.(Grieco, 2009: 498-500) .S g5 &S 35 _fuwy

G318 p s 5 W T b -

83 5 b ol 3l Gt € Sl (S 5 SVl degare clin ol (55 oake 412ty
Sl 2 9 Gl6BulS Olalllas bl 5 Olgsy owledys 9 slgs owlodys (Cuwglan o 5 L
Sl Bl ,Le uoTa;W‘Sg“louﬁxﬁ}aLﬁ,;@\@

5 G5 tamn i 5 Caslie o 5 B Sle Bl Ll insle L (VG (I
¢l Ll sy 53 Caslie 4 L (V¥R (55K (5006) 1 zdu ool3T slatag (S
Golitn 2B COTAY (658 (0536) b 3555 5 5 Jow (o8 oDl = Sl 5 S,
SN laole jlan (WY (5 K8 (6 556) (gladlate ol el 53 Ol Ml (6 sgor
(s 5t 1255 3 165 0T Olgy (omledns (63550 addllas ¢ oyl ol 3 Olgy (owledes
©38) (1) Ol Gy sper 2ol Sl 5 mig ewledym (0T (6 KS 5 ,6)
65 Jue wlyl ¢ SleMbl glaolejle 55 Ol wledus 4 (5l glaila ) ¢(1144 (g, K87
o ble U5 3 Olgn wledys sl 5 Casler $0F+ OSan 5 (555 KS (6556) (g
G ol 5 )5S (6,58) (el 5 SNl Gladle il i, ASTE L teblas - Kle ome
o (0PN (5,58 (5,58) Il b Sledbl folas o ol 46 ,b o bl (0¥
b ol ledys 1o ST 5 lalys Culsy & O pl (oDl ()50 e KT (o575
$38) (Ml Lol gy 53 OB o 5 o ey i (1P (S (658) 1 S leb SLlasl
u\:ng L GJYL..:C:JA o Sl s pelados 5 Ol Ole Ccd ey ¢V (s &s

NVNES r)éi) sl = 2183 Olgny cwladssr 9 (VFY (63 &S 5 ,56) COlgy owledss e 36

1. Neoliberal institutionalism
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1. Critical theory

2.Ttheory is always for someone and for and some purpose
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1. Qualitative research approach
2 The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)
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1. Bandwagoning
2. Balancing
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2. Feasibility
3. Rationality
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1. Means-End
2. Realistic Idealism
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1. Zero-sum game: one party winning and the other party losing
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1. Security independence
2. Not 'Delegate Forever
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1. Urgent new European security policy
2. Crisis moment
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1. Problem-finding

2. Problem-solving

3. Value-fact

4. Explanation

5. Prediction

6. Theory of evolution

7. Basic propositions

8. Theoretical assumption

9. Particularities

10. Explanatory and Constitutive:
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1. Practice

2. Value-free knowledge
3. Subject

4. Object

5. Neutral

6. Human conjectures
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1. Social objects

2. Meta-theoretical perspective

3. State-centric ontology

4. Inside/outside

5. Sovereign/anarchic

6 Us/Them

7. Hobbesian man :Homo homini lupus est : Man to man is wolf
8. Problem-solving and critical theories

9. Perspective on perspectives

10. ‘post’ theoretical perspectives
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1. If this is Marxism, then | am not a Marxist
2. Any fixed identity
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