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Abstract

Artificial intelligence (Al) is a critical tool in shaping a new paradigm of power
across military, economic, and social sectors. This article aims to discuss this emerging
Al-based power paradigm in the context of U.S.-China competition. The main research
question is: What are the approaches of the U.S. and China in utilizing Al? The intense
U.S.-China competition in Al focuses on hard domains, such as military, defense, and
economic applications, while also extending to soft domains involving efforts to project
leadership on a global scale to gain international legitimacy and credibility in the coming
decades. The findings of this study reveal that the U.S.’s hard-power applications of Al
prioritize trade, economics, and military advancements, as well as enforcing strict
hardware sanctions against China in the chip and semiconductor industries. In the soft-
power domain, the U.S. aims to highlight weaknesses in China's leadership and hinder
its quest for international credibility. Conversely, China’s hard-power focus on Al
encompasses urban planning, the development of smart cities, medical advancements,
and strengthening the People's Liberation Army. In the soft-power realm, China
emphasizes foreign investment networking, particularly in Asia, and positioning itself as
a thought leader in the field of Al. The study employs a comparative method with library-
based tools, using the concept of smart power as its theoretical framework.
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