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Abstract

Identity differentiation remains an ongoing phenomenon in the everyday life of
in the ) actuality Iranians, with evident identity boundaries and disputes reflecting the
of the present research problem. The formative moments of the (Foucauldian sense
Islamic" dichotomy, as structuring frameworks of identity discourses, constitute -Iranian"
.(history of the present) the foundations of such differentiation This article, grounded
When :ault’s archacological methodology, addresses the central questionin Michel Fouc
-and through what mechanisms did identity differentiation based on the Iranian
Islamic duality become a problem for Iranians, and what made this mode of identity
sely, from an archaeological perspective, could such a More preci ?problematic
differentiation have emerged without the manifestation of this dichotomy, and if so,

would alternative discursive formations of Iranian identity have been conceivable
?(event) tion in modern Iranian historiography is rooted in the This identity differentia
discursive and historiographical practices of Mirza Fathali Akhundzadeh and Mirza Aqa
As prominent intellectual agents, they played a key role in .(degree zero) Khan Kermani
Islamic identity dichotomy. Drawing on -ulation of the Iranianthe initial discursive form
Iranian rhetoric infused with racial overtones (i.e., Aryanist ideology), -Arab and pro-anti
they established a discursive opposition that later transformed into an institutionalized
.current ideological constitutionalist -This ideology found resonance in the works of post
building and governance -thinkers and writers and eventually materialized in the nation
strategies of the Pahlavi state. The article traces this discursive formation and its
ulation of statements by mapping the connections among concepts, themes, and accum
strategies (discursive formation), ultimately showing how this binary became a basis for
.identity politics and governance
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