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Abstract
One of the essential prerequisites for organizing a media system in any country is the

adoption of a normative theory that aligns with the foundational values and accepted
principles of that society. Accordingly, the objective of this study is to analyze the ~ Research Paper

intellectual framework of the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic with the aim of

uncovering or inferring normative media propositions from his statements. This effort I

lays the groundwork for formulating a media-specific normative theory for the Islamic Received:
Republic of Iran. To achieve this, the study first offers a brief overview of conventional 12 August 2024
normative media theories, followed by a descriptive-analytical examination of the Revised:
Leader’s public addresses and written communications related to media. These were then Ot Pecember 2024
compared and contrasted with existing theories. The findings reveal that although certain Accepted

. . . . . . PN 21D ber 2024
elements of his discourse show similarity with aspects of the social responsibility and Peijm herd
uplishea:

development media theories, the overarching normative framework cannot be fully 5 pecember 2024
classified within any of the existing models. Instead, his views suggest a distinct set of

: L ; o . P.P: 27-52
normative principles for media governance—principles that simultaneously uphold state T
authority and safeguard freedom of expression and audience satisfaction. According to
these norms, media should see themselves as accountable for preserving public values and ISSN: 2980-8901

E-ISSN: 2821-1685

cultural identity rooted in Islamic and Iranian traditions. At the same time, by mobilizing
public capacities and embracing subcultural diversity, media should contribute to the
cultural elevation and development of society.
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7. Liberal — pluralist or market model
8. Social responsibility model
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10. Alternative media model
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