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Abstract

The city is the outcome of a dual process—design and policy—or, more precisely,
a product of both outcome and process. While policy-making constitutes the
managerial dimension of the city, micro and macro design serves as the domain of
ideation and the creation of new urban conditions. Both dimensions ultimately aim to
enhance the quality of urban life. This quality is achievable only through the
continuous and reciprocal interaction of the two, with their interplay manifesting
spatially in the urban form. A review of past urban experience in Iran indicates that
design has largely remained detached from urban policy-making processes. Despite
rhetorical acknowledgment of the importance of design and the qualitative dimension
of the city, actual policy frameworks have failed to establish a structured mechanism
to integrate architectural and urban design into urban policy-making. Against this
backdrop, the present study seeks to review the specialized literature on urban policy-
making in Iran and to construct a theoretical framework that explains the position of
design—uparticularly architecture and urban design—within the policy-making
process. The research is qualitative in nature and employs a descriptive-analytical
method through library resources, documentary evidence, and existing practical
experiences. Findings suggest that if policy outputs—as expressions of a city's
civilizational process—are formulated as design policies, then purposeful design
intervention becomes feasible. Considering the factors, components, and
characteristics inherent to the architectural and urban design process, these policies
can be transformed into practical design guidelines. Such guidelines function as
mediating elements between policy and design, allowing for a more integrated and
comprehensive approach to urban development.
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