[ Scientific Journal Research in Islamic Education Issues

Comparison of the Thought Process of Ayatollah Khamenei in
Addressing Research on Generational Gaps Regarding the Analysis of
the New Iranian Generation
Ali Kashani "| Ali Dehchali 2| Sina Fereydooni *

DOR: 20.1001.1.22516972.1403.32.65.8.9

Abstract

Revolutions around the world are often shaped by the demands for specific values and ideals by
the people. The attachment or detachment of future generations to these values plays a
fundamental role in the advancement or decline of revolutions. In this context, analyzing the new
generation’s attachment in Iran to the ideals of the Islamic Revolution will guide politicians and
elites in planning for this generation. This research aims to compare the thought processes of two
conflicting perspectives regarding the new Iranian generation’s attachment to the values of the
Islamic Revolution, highlighting their similarities and differences: 1. The prevailing perspective
in research that posits a generational gap and the new Iranian generation’s detachment from the
values and ideals of the Islamic Revolution, and 2. The viewpoint of Ayatollah Khamenei, who
believes in the commitment of the new generation to these values and ideals, suggesting that the
new generation is even ahead of the previous generation of the Islamic Revolution. The
methodology of this research is descriptive-analytical and employs a comparative study, utilizing
the comparative model of Bardy to achieve this approach. The findings of this research indicate
that there are both similarities and differences between these two perspectives. A careful
examination reveals that the similarities are merely superficial, while the differences stem from
factors such as “superficial versus in-depth analysis of the new generation’s reactive behaviors,”
“attention or lack of attention to revolutionary affirmations,” “consideration or disregard for a
comprehensive comparative perspective in comparing the new generation with the pre-revolution
era and other countries,” “recognition or neglect of the divine nature of the new generation from
an anthropological standpoint,” “philosophizing to analyze the new generation,” and “awareness
or unawareness of the enemy’s tactics and strategies for attacking the Islamic Revolution through
the generational gap strategy.”
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