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Abstract

From the moment of its existence, the human rational soul possesses two mutually
dependent and interactive actual aspects—namely, the theoretical and practical
intellect—that together form the innate structure unique to human beings. One
implication of this innate structure is that, over the course of ontogenesis, its self-aware
(rational) dimension is gradually brought into actuality. An examination of Avicennian
principles reveals that, in Ibn Sind’s view, the goal of the practical intellect is the
perfection of the theoretical intellect, while the goal of the theoretical intellect is the
practical realization of human felicity; in other words, a bidirectional, incremental
process of intensification. Second, he regards chastity—derived from the Sharia and
originating in modesty—as the apex of moral virtues, that is, a branch of the practical
intellect; moreover, he identifies modesty as a virtue of the discerning faculty, namely,
the intellect. From the foregoing premises it follows that chastity constitutes an innate
requisite of the human intellect: although conceptually related to the theoretical intellect,
it attains concrete realization within the practical intellect and, in the guise of modesty
and its manifestations across the various realms of human conduct, seeks to guide the
human being toward felicity. Therefore, the three components—intellect, fitra, and
chastity—function as inseparable and mutually implicative facets of the human
existential structure; the ontological realization of any one of them is contingent upon the
manifestation of the other two. Consequently, the proper operation of intellect and fitra
requires chaste conduct, which is concretely manifested in modest behavior.

Keywords: theoretical intellect; practical intellect; chastity; fitra (innate nature);
modesty (haya).
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