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Abstract
The rise of new technologies has introduced "digital diplomacy," a
modern approach that uses online platforms to shape a country’s image,
Research Paper craft strategic narratives, and engage directly with global audiences. This
study compares China’s digital diplomacy trends in East Asia to identify
I practical lessons for enhancing Iran’s soft power in West Asia. The key
question is: “What trends characterize China’s digital diplomacy in East
R Asia, and how can these inform strategies to boost Iran’s soft power in
02 June 2025 West Asia?” This study adopts a trend analysis approach grounded in
Revised: documentary research to identify the main patterns and recurring themes
zzéjct:gégfs of China’s digital diplomacy in East Asia. Through a comparative
29 October 2025 framework, it also examines the public diplomacy strategies of the
Published: Islamic Republic of Iran in West Asia, drawing relevant lessons from
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China’s experience. The findings reveal four key trends in China’s digital
diplomacy: strategic digital narrative construction, scientific and elite
network-building, the expansion of digital cultural and educational
]V institutions, and the growing involvement of technology companies in
foreign policy. The study suggests that a deeper understanding of these

oSN T trends and China’s digital diplomacy model could offer valuable insights

for enhancing Iran’s soft power in the West Asian region.
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4 connectivity diplomacy

5 the China Public Diplomacy Association

(pMusllagde) pans plol zols olEutuilS oMl il 52933 03isT yake & pudis

ey




ey

oMl Ml (52933 034sT ele &3 s

el 0Ll .l (ol sl Glusply 5 Lals) oy ke J s S 3,05 o gas
) Cln 5 1 S 308 i SN  65 n OLaS30 5 (i S 3057 0
A TS Pw-L S N £ (33 el O (g0l jlu il odge a1y cwlalyo
S el (5523050 ¢ o O eSS 50 5 slaaSs dile Il slasilay
4t o g s Dl o dle 55 gaT SLaslg e 5 gl ) (5ol 4l

OA XYY (S Wlesls fS25 o p 3 sl O RS S (glos 8

LT 855 50 (o Jlaomd (oolodpd
bl s e a2l Sl 53148 s Ll SO wler) Sl
ool 53 s o A LT 5,8 ailain 55257l e ses mlalys S ja 5o ikes
38 st LT By ikt ojs S ei b1y o5 il s Lauly) adis jsba o el
2558 ol AT 3 gt O Leas 3l 6okt b 35 30 () 5 (550 OIS Jor 3y
31 b ) (63, 5 cslacilaie ol sLacs ;S 55 I 53 b3S 50 poman
) 4 48 J e S, S Ol gt (6 sead 395 1B 3 ST AW e (FIYAYY 05 ga) S
G e, STy 5 o3l 5 A0S Aile SN b 5 s @1 el g (S5 2o
Slaaal ¢ 95 05 3 86 (Jlin Ol sie an ST o 05 |y s gl ol CilnT il 5
Srr o Ol gl ol Hsb 4 ST AS ol 5 e a0l 4 (pladite 5 5
5 baolBltyles 53 JLeb 53k 4 oo comoman (Y2 Y0 (25 5SS ) Lok (65l LT
RU S oS Tl o (65T slaeRitlos dilo_ &5 2 cngas (slaslitys)

ANY YN Ol)s,s ASTE ailate ) 5 2ie Cub g o b dmalo 5 S 20 drun 5
oyl el 5105581555 <S03 L e G (S a oS5 05 £33 4 |
oy wn lalys 5115 555 587500 (Gl (eS8 55 ) 5eb 5 slas sl

gs""“\‘“‘lﬁ'.'." .J‘J sz.w M}jj g_}‘-\.h‘ le:.wb JJ g;J?L.‘:)‘ Q_J'f.f LSLAJ‘}" J‘ stﬁ.kb 6)‘}/,:0]@;.

1 Department of Press, Communication and Public Diplomacy

2 Chinese People’s Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries (CPAFFC)
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4 good neighbor policy

5 Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
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2 Association of the Universities of Asia and the Pacific
3 Zoom

4 Tencent Meeting
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