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Abstract

This study with an emphasis on the two key domains of "digital diplomacy" and
"smart militarism," examines the contradictory implications of artificial
intelligence on peace and regional security in the Middle East. The primary
research question is: What impact has the expansion of artificial intelligence had
on the balance between war and peace in the Middle East region? The research
hypothesis is grounded in the principle that artificial intelligence, in addition to
the opportunities it offers for enhancing peace and regional cooperation, entails
serious threats, including military applications and uncontrollable autonomous
weapons. This research is theoretical in nature and, from a methodological
perspective, is qualitative and descriptive-analytical based on the type of data. In
terms of objectives, it combines fundamental and applied approaches. The
findings indicate that artificial intelligence, based on the analysis of data from
2020-2025, exerts a dual impact on countries. This technology in the Middle East
is neither inherently conducive to peace nor inherently provocative of war; rather,
its effects depend on the approaches and policies adopted by regional
governments. Although it is argued that artificial intelligence will primarily
contribute to regional instability, this technology can also have a positive
influence on regional security, which should not be entirely overlooked.
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Regional Peace and Security, Middle East
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2 Deepfakes
3 Fraud/scam/manipulation
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1 Bias, inaccuracy, or unintentional harm
2 Coordinated Inauthentic Behavior (CIB)
3 Internet of Things (loT)/Critical infrastructure operations

0




kel BT

ady) dilate ol Sl St 53 SR Jsed 5 0T 26 5 o st o saals
sla sl u'<i WOler bla le dsle syl 513 515 la [im 51 (slas gazes S e 53 55400
Ll oo Olejo ysba &S Lol wtig (655l 5 b b WS eall ) aikie ol 5o ol
Sl ple il Lisd o e Golin bl 4 & LS sbul 1) golan glads,
4 S a5 s A8 skl gl by & 2l ) Jeily Gl (Baas Esa Jlaes
5 O e Callinn (Slalbo 5 e glw (lans 55 o o 25 57 (gl ST iz Laacil>
Slag,sls a5 Il s syls walsl dzen ool ST g0 5 Jsad JL,S;A;'J&:;'\?)l b i
Gldils @l olpl Olssa Alg o al 5 gleesls L;MT@? 5 s oga
S s Gl Ol IS e (e Faa s edls  J RS ST fee Ol 4t
5Ol (sl 05 b (slaesls Sl eslial Jals ¢ g g0 ol 5| ladle AL e slag 5
s5bige by A5 4 g pbse Sl 6K e Slal (5l 0 e et lags st
i S o o sbysiS @l Yot Jl e JE SIS s S
(Rizk,2020:36-38) ...
Jolse G35 g 4 5L 2 e Sl el (658 505 05 o san n b b e o il
o i 1 Sl Bl sl o san r oS Jlo 53 0)ls AT e 5 (58 (S
Jl Goim 5 Ll Ul b (gl yon 1 Oliebl 61 a2l ol 4 (ks 03,05 1
Floo ol e sl Gl 5 (B allas D63 (o psle (55 508 ol Sl
O slae sezes ploo— [S1 il Lsﬁf)s > (Fseas s 38 Ll (6590 sdomy
Gl 1SS 5 SV Sars 5 (s sdos Jols 457 5505 ol e 4 |y odomy (sla_tle
S sl 6ls re b Lasl Cl o Sew (6,5 55 bl 5 sd 63T par slresls vl Ll
Gble s bee o (slaesls ST cJle (5l 358 o LSl o sme 5sn sladde 4 e
oS oLzl 4 1) T Cmbn Sl S (8 shame Esp Bl S et ool Smaxr L
2l 3 Lo e Sl 50 s Oldal Cjol glols o o5l oba 5 A8
5 S i ph - pin Tty LS| n Laonls 45T Colinn ol 4 (6,8 55 sl Lo
6 plem dilbe glaos § bwy oS slds GeSIST L 6,8 5l 5o Col SKas o snms

l Yd I (pMwlleslc) cpaams Lol gols olSA1S oy pub




Alo gl sladibin wasiel 9 mho yo 90 ORgd YoSlke sl dely :diesbgd S5 el 9 JUuzs s owledyd .

Glosls G BSs I Wilg o oy S opl 5 Lsd axlpe [SKie b osd o w8 K
bl 6;QM 4 A5l 5 e wls jae 6\.&(,.:4“)@1 (ol las 587 55 S (618 e e
S wlaysls Wl g sne (glailata 53 ¢ b ge nl Ush pmte ol fmax b Slaes S
.(Zigha Bornu,2025: 122-123) <ol 050155 05 34 comVL OT 5 a5 sla i
033 61y @LKaly (6 S S Wl ed - e (sla Il s gl 3 5 bl pen o
rB5 Gosb (o ran B Ut G Wil a8l 00 3 s b Gl ) 035
o L ablie sl S0 SLSGal, oSG S ey 1) il 5 (D gl sl 487
Al a g an SLa by ity o)l o see BT (51H gl 2l
24 Sl s s il g Sl ) aibate (sl 58T @l slS puleys JSALy e g
G ST Al Sy o ol Ul e LS eyl SUL ana 5 L ST oSS
b oml ST 555 sl (6 Gt il jle (6, b (glailaie ST (glas |l

g SRS (o samn g O e slas )8

S sld ann g

&L@J—éw,‘;m&J&@
\;Sj.«i u'_JjJ 1 L2
s o 8ltilae s, 5l sl

e Grgp DI 5 bl (le s oLkt g el (31l Y JSC

)




kel BT

Bolguln 9 (& 5 4o

s by celebys oim 3505 S8 A (s mle mlebas 51680 e b ol tash
AS ol 4 ls g il gyt 4 LS gr ples] S S8 3 ) ek gn s 8 sl
Aal gt 5 e ils iyl adlate 53 o 5 Kir 0315 5 6,50 o sae Jign 2 5S
AU sman Gan i b gl (bl Ol el L) 55 Sl
,CL_MML;\J_f;ﬂ,'\J_.;uduw;ﬂopud,i}_sgmud_:u,ud\«_stfp
IS s Sl 5 ol eslinul aden 31 glgdar Sl iy (glaibie slag,LSen
U3 5 ailayslst 53 2 sime isa S 015 o 55 ot 512015 ol pon 4y 1) J 28" 6 2
Sialon slacoubw ailate (1 53 55 ol 3l 055 0 K Lol Bl 6 5 ol o 3Tl
S fds b paly Oluug Llg oo (Olbedes J 287 (6l sladkaie slg 3 g 5 usle)
2 lae Gy Cor e indir 6 B ol 5 Jlims (lalys 53 (£ san fsn S50 I
Sl g ol oy o ghan hgn 558 0 S oS Jlo 53 Sl 0 wlny gl Cotel 5 b
WL sl andls gladbie Cuel e ST W5 e )05l Sl Lal (i Al 5 adlate
ol 8 5 OIS T 5t 4 LTS e o san e ax ST L5 sk 4B S oy sl SIS
ST sl 3,5 e L 0T Gllas 5 (556 (M SlacSiay ) 1 il bl uS7 oSS
L g (5 8 allss st (gla st 5 SIS w0 Jloms (eledys Ui Sl sl
s s DS o |y e i 5 Oli bt g (eSe ol Y S lge )
A1 s ss s Ksya osman Jisn i ladely EalS 5 Cite claaix I (g)ls o g
by olgin

5ol oiim 02 OT plool dile (o 5ian isp 5SSl (6 508 050 o0 olgnty
by 5iS 34 e Sl ol ol il m 3 o slaculan 5 a3 ul g 4 el
ST Ol 1y 35 Colual ey !

o O a5 LS el (5, b s Al e ey 558 oS (6 S0 slgniy

e g 53 il o ) 3l b Gl S 4 bay 5iST (o 5 L5l o 53 0T

l vy I (pMwlleslc) cpaams Lol gols olSA1S oy pub




Alo gl sladibin wasiel 9 mho yo 90 ORgd YoSlke sl dely :diesbgd S5 el 9 JUuzs s owledyd .

Al o Wy 5287 el 530S Jus B sn (5 s g 05 3 0T 53 U i plal]
il o s En 3050 03 B350 5 pogee PET Rl 4

Fsp p CanS Tl (gl oo Ml sl 6 sl 5 e DL 361 ¢S5 slgnty
{8 s

IS5 Sl B35 sl (gladbiie Soi> gyl S5 358 o0 slgiie Colg 5o

.JSJ).XM}JJ:&fbu&MJ‘}A

)




kel BT

Kbo S 5gd
Mohammadnia, M, Arya, S, & Seifi, A (2025), Application of Artificial Intelligence in the

Military Arena and the Prospects of Balance of Power in the Middle East, Quarterly
Journal of Future Studies of the Islamic Revolution, Volume 6. (In Persian)

Sharifzadeh, Z, Mirkoushesh, A, Hosseini, M (2024), Analyzing the Role of Artificial
Intelligence in the Future of International Relations, Quarterly Journal of Strategic Studies

in International Politics, Volume 7, Issue 1, Serial 13. (In Persian)

Hosseini, S. A, Hashemi Zadeh, S. A (2022), Artificial Intelligence and International Peace
and Security, Quarterly Journal of International Relations Research, Volume 13, Issue 2
(Serial 49). (In Persian)

Niazi,L. (2025). Militarization of artificial intelligence and implications for the global security
A strategic theory perspective, Available at: http://dx.doi.org/10.71085/ss5.04.01.198

Rayhan, A.(2025). The Integration of Artificial Intelligence in Targeted Operations: An
Analysis of Israeli  and US Involvement in Iran, publication at:
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/392876117

Bubashait, F. (2025). The emerging role of Al technologies in supporting digital diplomacy
and shaping international relations, International Journal for Scientific Research, London
Vol (4), No (2. https://doi.org/10.59992/1JSR.2025.v4n2p2

Omer, Noor(2025). Al As a Force Multiplier in the Middle East Defense Systems, ,
Available at: https://innov8.krd/2714

Fattah, P. (2025). AI’s Crossroads: Decoding the Middle East’s Al Transformation, Available

at: https://www.habtoorresearch.com/programmes/ais-crossroads/

£Simpson ,Kurtis H.& et al(2025). Militarizing Al: How to Catch the Digital Dragon?,

Available at: https://www.cigionline.org/articles/militarizing-ai-how-to-catch-the-digital-
dragon/

Zigha Bornu, T.(2025). THE CHALLENGE OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE IN THE
MIDDLE EAST CONFLICTS. The American Journal of Political Science Law and
Criminology, 7(05), 115-129. https://doi.org/10.37547/tajpslc/VVolume07Issue05-14

Staubmann, J.(2025). The Role of Artificial Intelligence in Global Peace and Security,
Auvailable at https://menaeditorsnetwork.org/the-role-of-artificial-intelligence-in-global-

peace-and-security/

Tuvdendarjaa, M.(2025). Artificial Intelligence in Contemporary Peacekeeping Operations,
Auvailable at https://dkiapcss.edu/nexus_articles/artificial-intelligence-in-contemporary-
peacekeeping-operations/

Newsdesk(2025). The Impact of Al Drones and Nanotechnology on Global Security in 2025:
Emerging Threats Across the UK, Europe, Asia, and the Middle East, Available at
https://iotworldmagazine.com/

Benia, M.(2025). The Digital Shield: Using Cyber Diplomacy to Strengthen National Cyber
Resilience, Available at https://georgetownsecuritystudiesreview.org /

Salman,A.(2024). How Al and Digital Diplomacy are Redefining Global Relations in

Pakistan, Available at  https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/how-ai-digital-diplomacy-
redefining-global-relations-pakistan-salman-xtlaf

l ¥4 | (.a)hadlé._-_l:) O plol zols olSIS by pubis




Alo gl sladibin wasiel 9 mho yo 90 ORgd YoSlke sl dely :diesbgd S5 el 9 JUuzs s owledyd .

Radanliev, P.(2024). Cyber diplomacy: defining the opportunities forcybersecurity and risks
from Artificial Intelligence, 10T,Blockchains, and Quantum Computing, Journal Of Cyber

Security Technology, VOL. 9, NO. 1.

Caba-Maria, F.(2024). yber Diplomacy Theory and Practice in the MENA Region Case Study
on Atrtificial Intelligence, Available at https://doi.org/10.54852/ijcd.v5y202406
Zable, A & et al(2024). How Artificial Intelligence Can Support Peace,

https://www.kluzprize.org/updates/how-artificial-intelligence-can-support-peace/

Nye Jr, Joseph, S(2024). Al and national  security,  Available at
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/ai-and-national-security/

Hayes, P.(2024). Al: Threatening (and Protecting) National Security, Available at
https://www.entrust.com/blog/2024/01/ai-threatening-and-protecting-national-security
Giovanardi,M (2024). Al for peace: mitigating the risks and enhancing opportunities, Data &
Policy , Volume 6, https://doi.org/10.1017/dap.2024.37

Julian Sarkin, J.(2024). Artificial intelligence and arms races in the Middle East: the evolution
of technology and its implications for regional and international security, Available at
https://doi.org/10.1080/14751798.2024.2302699

Bagekari, A.(2024). Artificial Intelligence In Military Market Report 2025, Available at
https://www.cognitivemarketresearch.com/artificial-intelligence-in-military-market-

report?
Osimen, G- U&et all(2024). Artificial intelligence and arms control in modern warfare,
Cogent SoCial SCienCeS2024, Vol. 10, no. 1,

https://doi.org/10.1080/23311886.2024.2407514

Rahman, S.(2024). Datums for Peace: Prospects for Cooperation on Artificial intelligence and
the Case of South Asia, Available at https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/datums-
peace-prospects-cooperation-artificial-intelligence-and-case-south-asia

Jafarova, L.(2023). Artificial Intelligence and Digital Diplomacy, Available at https://www.e-

ir.info/2023/08/01/artificial-intelligence-and-digital-diplomacy/

Bano, M, Chaudhri, Z, Zowghi, D. (2023). The Role of Generative Al in Global Diplomatic
Practices A Strategic Framework, Available at https://oecd.ai/en/ai-principles

Linda,Xu& et all,(2023). Understanding National Security Threats Enabled by Artificial
Intelligence: Implications for CSIS, University of British Columbia School of Public
Policy and Global Affairs

Fatafta, M., shakir, 0., Goodfriend, s., & Mimran, t(2023). The Gospel: Israel turns to a new
Al system inthe Gaza war, www.aljazeera.com: https://www.aljazeera.com/program/the-
listening-post/2023/12/9/the-gospel-israel-turns-to-a-new-ai-system-in-the-gaza-war(open
in a new window)

Attatfa, A, Renaud ,K ,Paoli ,S.(2020). Cyber Diplomacy: A Systematic Literature Review,

Procedia Computer Science Volume 176, 202. Pages 60-69.

Morris, R (2023), Al and National Security: The United States Risks Losing Its Competitive
Edge, Liberty University Journal of Statesmanship & Public Policy: Vol. 4: Iss. 1, Article
4. DOI: https://doi.org/10.70623/ARWK1978

Yu ,S &Carroll, F. (2022). Implications of Al in National Security: Understanding the
Security Issues and Ethical Challenges, Available at http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-
88040-8_6

Mohammed, A. (2021), Artificial Intelligence and Promoting Peace in Conflict Areas,
Available at  https://www.maatpeace.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/The-Role-of-
Artificial-Intelligence-in-Promoting-Peace-in-Conflict-Areas-.pdf

I ¢- I




kel BT

Rizk, N.(2020). Artificial Intelligence and Inequality in the Middle East: The Political
Economy of Inclusion, Available at
https://doi.org/10.1093/0xfordhb/9780190067397.013.40

Scharre, P.(2019). Military Applications of Artificial Intelligence: Potential Risks to
International Peace and Security, Stanley Center for Peace and Security

Garcia, D.(2018), Lethal Artificial Intelligence and Change: The Future of International Peace
and Security, Available at http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/isr/viy029

Barrinha, A &Thomas Renard, E.(2017). Cyber-diplomacy: the making of an international
society in the digital age, Auvailable at
https://www.egmontinstitute.be/app/uploads/2018/01/Barrinha-Renard-
Cyberdiplomacy_Global Affairs.pdf?type=pdf

Trigui, H.(2024). Exploring Al governance in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA)
region: gaps, efforts, and initiatives, Available at
https://www.cambridge.org/core/product/136F75E502E57 1AB339049E65F7CDF2F

Trigu, H & at ell(2024). Exploring Al governance in the Middle East and North Africa
(MENA) region: gaps, efforts, and initiatives, Data & Policy , Volume 6 , 2024 , e83.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/dap.2024.85

Herrero,A.(2025). The future of global security and why cyber diplomacy matters,
https://www.diplomacy.edu/blog/the-future-of-global-security-and-why-cyber-diplomacy-
matters /

Wilmot, C.(2024).Can Al bring peace to the Middle East?, Available at
https://www.thebureauinvestigates.com/stories/

Stoltz ,M.(2024). Artificial Intelligence in Cybersecurity: Building Resilient Cyber
Diplomacy Frameworks, Available at https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.2411.13585

Tuvdendarjaa, M-O. (2025). Artificial Intelligence in Contemporary Peacekeeping
Operations,  https://dkiapcss.edu/nexus_articles/artificial-intelligence-in-contemporary-

peacekeeping-operations/

Zable, A et all(2024). How Artificial Intelligence Can Support Peace, Available at
https://www.kluzprize.org/updates/how-artificial-intelligence-can-support-peace/

Bernd,Li(2024). Al-Enabled Deception: The New Arena of Counterterrorism, Available at
https://georgetownsecuritystudiesreview.org/2024/05/03/ai-enabled-deception-the-new-
arena-of-counterterrorism/

Ashby,H.(2023). A Role for Al in Peacebuilding,
https://www.usip.org/publications/2023/12/role-ai-peacebuilding

Radanliev,P.(2023). Cyber diplomacy: defining the opportunities for cybersecurity and risks
from Atrtificial Intelligence, 10T, Blockchains, and Quantum Computing, JOURNAL OF

CYBER SECURITY TECHNOLOGY2025, VOL. 9, NO. 1,
https://doi.org/10.1080/23742917.2024.2312671

Lo XX

l & I (pMwlleslc) cpaams Lol gols olSA1S oy pub




